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First Generation

1.  Henry Alois (Henry) STROBEL Sr was born on 18 Jul 1886 in St. Meinrad, Indiana.  He was baptized on 21 
Jul 1886 in St, Meinrad by Rev. Alphonse M. Leute, OSB. His sponsors were Maria Vahl and Joseph VanLahr.  
He was a WWI hero. See Notes and Multimedia ! in 1917/18.  He died on 27 Jan 1974 in Tell City, Indiana.  He 
was buried in St. Mary's Cemetery, Tell City, Indiana.  He was educated in Oakland City College and Purdue 
University, W. Lafayette, Indiana.  He was a farmer, creamery worker, grower of fancy garden produce and 
flowers..  He lived in Tell City, Indiana.  
Notes by Paul Strobel:
Birthplace recorded as St. Meinrad, Indiana, but actual place was at his mother's farm home with Grandmother 
von Lahr assisting. The farm was located at Oak Ridge, on the Bristow-St. Meinrad road (not the area currently 
referred to as "oak ridge").  The property was later owned by the Van Winkle family.

[Paul says Aloysius was changed to Alois during his U.S. Army service. This was a convenience, but of course 
Aloysius is the Latin form, Alois the German. Apparently names were handled rather casually in those days, at 
least among the Strobels. For example the 1900 census has Henry J, whereas in the 1920 census we see Henry 
A. But See the transcribed church baptismal record in multimedia which shows Joseph Henry Strobel. See these 

documents in the multimedia under Clemens Ignatius Strobel. ]

Served in U.S. Army, World War I, #1979816, drafted into service at age 31.  Served under command of British Sir Douglas Haig in 
England, Belgium and France where he was seriously wounded in the left arm by shrapnel from German artillery.  His fluent use of 
German served him well and helped in the capture of 242 German soldiers and as interpreter.  He was commended by President 
Woodrow Wilson, General of the Army John J. (Black Jack) Pershing,  and the English Prince of Wales.

A Private First Class (one stripe), he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in action;  the Purple Heart 
for wounds suffered in combat action and the Service Medal with various stars and bars for fronts and battle engagements. The Military 
Medal of Great Britain was awarded to Henry by the Prince of Wales on the King/Queen's behalf for valor in armed military combat.

President Woodrow Wilson signed Henry's Accolade, this citation portrays a salutation in conferring honor and knighthood by a tap on 
the shoulder with the flat side of a sword blade.

Henry's Distinguished Service Citation was signed by Adjutant General Robert G. Davis and Secretary of War Dwight F. Davis.

He is listed in "Heroes All" by Fassett Publishing Co. in 1919; in the "Indiana Book of Merit" published in 1932, and compiled by Harry A. 
Ridener;  and in "Indiana World War Records", Vol. 4;  and in "Official Commendations and Decorations" awarded men and women for 
service in the World War.

Official History of the 120th Infantry, "3rd North Carolina" 30th Division
From August 5, 1917, to April 17, 1919
Canal Sector--Ypres-Lys Offensive,  Somme Offensive By Major John O. Walker, with the assistance of Major William A. Graham and 
Captain Thomas Fauntleroy:
Page 43 Henry A. Strobel, Private, Company "D," 120th Infantry.
        "For extraordinary heroism in action near Bellicourt, France, September 29, 1918. With eight other soldiers, comprising the 
company headquarters detachment, Private Strobel assisted his company commander in cleaning out enemy dugouts along the canal 
and capturing 242 prisoners."

British Army Doctors reattached his almost severed arm, and he received physical therapy in a British Hospital at Paignton/Bath, 
England.

Received an Honorable Discharge; and periodically, (as national political changes dictated), received disability payments for wounds, 
and the effects of gas.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Before service he was a farm worker and photographer in the Dakota's, Iowa, Kansas.
After the Army he attended Oakland City College, Indiana for 2 years, then Purdue University for 2 years. Was a culture-quality tester at 
Blue Valley Dairy, Indianapolis.

As a farmer in Tell city sold home-grown produce, vegetables, flowers to florists, stores, the Wm. Tell Hotel, and home retail.

Second Generation
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2.  Clemens Ignatius STROBEL was born on 25 Nov 1860 in Fulda, Indiana.  He was baptized on 25 Nov 
1860 in Of Fulda, Living Near Bristow, Perry County.  On his baptismal record parents are Aloysius Strobel 
and Elisabeth Baeher (indistinct) born Mueller.  He died on 22 Jan 1929 in New Boston, Indiana.  He was 
buried in St. John Chrysostom Church Cemetery, New Boston Indiana.  Henry Strobel Sr. donated a new 
roof to the New Boston church in gratitude for his survival of the World War.

  He lived in Jones Mill last, later RR 1, Tell City, Indiana..  See under Photos (multimedia) St. Meinrad 
baptismal records.

The sponsors for the baptism of Clemens Strobel, 25 Nov. 1860 in St. Boniface Catholic Church, Fulda, 
Spencer Co., IN were Michael Lierlein and Anna Maria Lierlein.

Fulda baptismal records give: Strobel  Clemens 25 Nov 1860  Aloysius Elisabeth Baeher vol. 1 p. 59 no. 2. 
Baecker/Baeher/Becker? would be the married name of the widow of Valentin Baecker, whose maiden name 
was Müller (Mueller).

Note: See the 1880 census in multimedia. A "Clements" Strobel was living in Marrs, Posey County, Indiana, age 19, working for a 
farmer named Barger. This is probably Clemens, although his parents' birthplace was listed as Westphalia in Germany. While we know 
his father Alois was from Obertsrot, Baden, his mother, Anne Mary Hackman came from Osnabrück. ( According to Henry Strobel Sr. 
"Grandmother VonLahr came from Osnabrück." )
After the Congress of Vienna, the Kingdom of Prussia received a large amount of territory in the Westphalian region and created the 
province of Westphalia in 1815. The northernmost portions of the former Westphalia, including the town of Osnabrück, had become 
part of the states of Hanover and Oldenburg. (Wikipedia).
----------------------------------------------------------------------
From Paul Strobel:
Clem and sons were well known for construction abilities, especially "barn raising".  Clem and Henry did not mind working high, installing 
the key "tie" members.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Note that the 1920 Census lists Clemens and Elizabeth as born in Germany. Of course they were locally born but spoke German or 
English with an accent and the census taker formed his own conclusions, as they often do.

Note that the 1900 census lists (sic):
Name: Clemens Strobel
Home in 1900: Clark, Perry, Indiana
Age: 39
Estimated birth year: abt 1861
Birthplace: Indiana
Relationship to head-of-house: Head
Spouse's name: Elizabeth
Race: White
Occupation: View image
Neighbors: View others on page
Household Members:
Name Age
Clemens Strobel 39
Elizabeth Strobel 37
Joseph J Strobel 15
Henry J Strobel 13
John C Strobel 11
Mary P Strobel 9
Frank O Strobel 7
Tresa A Strobel 5
Catharine Strobel 2

Here (1900) we see Henry J, whereas in the 1920 census we see Henry A. See the baptismal record in multimedia which shows Joseph 
Henry Strobel.
-----------------------------------------------------------
See Notes for John Henry VanLahr b.1866 re his son Burnett living with Clemens. Remarkable.  Clemens Ignatius STROBEL and 
Elizabeth (Lizzie) VANLAHR were married on 27 Nov 1883.

3.  Elizabeth (Lizzie) VANLAHR was born on 21 May 1862 in St. Meinrad, Indiana.  Her birthday is also given as 22 Mar 1877.  She 
died on 28 Apr 1925 in New Boston, Indiana.  Died on Frank and Frances Strobel Harpenau's wedding day, while preparing food. (per 
Sister Scholastica Harpenau OSB, her niece).

Third Generation

4.  Alois STROBEL was born on 14 Oct 1826 in Obertsrot, Amt Rastatt, Baden, Germany.  He 
emigrated in 1846 from Obertsrot, Baden, Germany.  He appeared in the census in 1860 in Spencer 
County Indiana (as "Elias Struble" sic).  My great-great grandfather was Alois, not Mathias 
Strobel. What happened to Alois? His wife died in 1863. Perhaps he also died or left about this 
time leaving  Mathias  to bring up his children, including our grandfather Clemens. (See 
Mathias Strobel b. 1825.)

Henry Strobel, 2006
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Emigrant identification	233932
 First name	Alois
 Last name	Strobel
 Reference	Theresia (Sohn von)
 Sex	m
 Emigration year	1846
 Age at emigration	20
 Continent	Nordamerika
 Country of destination	Nordamerika
 County	nicht zuweisbar
 Archive	Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhe
 Last place of residence	Gernsbach
 District	Obertsrot

Alois birth record in German:
Im Jahr eintausend, achthundert, sechs u. zwanzig, den vierzehnten
Octob: Mittags um 2 Uhr wurd zu Obertsroth gebohren und am
andern Mittag um 2 Uhr von H. Kaplan Weindel getauft
Aloys, rechtsmäsiger Sohn die dasigen Bürger und Eheleute
Martin Strobel/: Bäckermeister:/ und Theresia Schiel.
Gevater: Aloÿs Fritsch, Burger und Schmittmeister.
Zeugen: Peter Götz und Lorenz Fordenbacher, Bürger daselbst.
Test: Schell Dekan

I translated:
"In the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty six on the 14th of October about 2:00 in the afternoon there was born in Obertsroth 
and on the next afternoon about 2:00 by the chaplain? Weindel was baptized Aloys, rightful son of the local citizens and married couple 
Martin Strobel /master baker/ and Theresia Schiel.
Sponsors: Aloys Fritsch, citizen and master blacksmith.
Witnesses: Peter Götz and Lorenz Fordenbacher, citizens there.
Signed: Rev. Schell
-------------------------------------
Fulda baptismal records give: Strobel  Clemens 25 Nov 1860 25 Nov 1860 Aloysius Elisabeth Baeher vol. 1 p. 59 no. 2. 
Baecker/Baeher/Becker? would be the married name of the widow of Valentin Baecker, whose maiden name was Müller (Mueller).

In August 2004 we were looking for the grave of my great grandfather Matthias Strobel (who it turned out was apparently his brother 
Alois Strobel) in St Boniface Church cemetery in Fulda, Indiana. We could not locate it physically, but did find that of his brother 
Thomas, above.

We were kindly helped by Mr & Mrs. Mullis who live near the cemetery and who lent us a map of it.
They are related to our relatives Adam and Philomena Ficker, buried in the New Boston, Indiana church cemetery of St. John 
Chrysostom. (The roof of this church was replaced by my father Henry Strobel in gratitude for his return from WWI.) My grandparents, 
Elizabeth and Clemens Strobel, are buried there, (see photo above) as are my uncle Albert Strobel and the Fickers.  Alois STROBEL 
and Elizabeth MUELLER were married on 7 Apr 1853 in Spencer County, Indiana.

5.  Elizabeth MUELLER was born on 19 Nov 1819 in Saxony.  She died on 19 Mar 1863 in Troy, Indiana.  She was buried on 21 Mar 
1863 in St. Boniface Catholic Church, Fulda Indiana.  Burial by P. Wolfgang Schlumpf OSB, Vol 1, page20#6, listed as wife of Alois 
Strobel.  She died on 4 Aug 1886 in Troy, Indiana: "Tell city Anzeiger of 7 Aug 1886" See Notes!.  She was also known as Müller (or 
Mueller; see notes).  The german Umlaut presents a problem. An alternate way of signifying the presence of the umlaut was/is the 
"trailing e." Often however it simply disappeared; but more commonly the actual required umlauted sound was substituted... MUeLLER 
became MILLER  and BAeCKER became BECKER   Note that Miller already existed in that form in the German language areas as did 
Becker

Baecker also means the profession of baker, Mueller that of miller.

The Tell City Anzeiger for 7 Aug 1886 lists her death as on 4 Aug 1886. How to explain this 26 year discrepancy. Must refer to a 
different person?

6.  Henry H. VANLAHR was born in 1818 in Hanover, Germany.  He was naturalized on 1 Aug 1860 in 
Cincinnatti, Ohio.  He lived in Perry County, Indiana (See Notes) in 1862.  He died in 1877 in Perry 
County, Indiana.  He was also known as See Notes !  Also 1870 Census.  He was born in "Prussia, " in 
the1870 census.  He immigrated to Cincinnatti, Ohio.  He was a farmer.  For a long time we listed him 
as Herman Heinrich, but we're not sure about the Herman. For now let's just call him Henry H. as the 
1870 census does. See this census in multimedia (photos).

Later in life Dad told us he thought that the German spelling was von Lahr, but the  descendants spell 
it VanLahr, as it is on the St. Meinrad birth records. It appears on Anne Mary's grave marker as 
VanLahr and on the 1870 census (see photo).

It's usually true that "van" is Dutch and "von" is German, but not always. People change their names when they move, or not. Ludwig van 
Beethoven's grandfather was Flemish, which accounts for his "van," although he was born in Bonn, Germany. (Originally vonLahr may 
have simply designated someone from the city of Lahr in the western Black Forest., although "von" later came to indicate a social class.) 
Other variables are spacing and capitalization. But here it's VanLahr.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

The 1880 census (see in multimedia) is interesting indeed. The census taker didn't think the "Van" was important enough to include! Of 
course Henry was dead by then, but Henry Rickelsman, listed as "brother," was helping to run the farm. Family members were listed as



4

Mary Lahr 40
Elizabeth Lahr 15
John Lahr 13
Joseph Lahr 12
Philomena Lahr 9
Frank Lahr 6
Henry Rickelsman 59

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Paul's old note: 4-9-1862 Herman Heinrich Von Lahr bought 49 acres in Perry County:
9 acres of the South Half of the South East Quarter of Section 13, Township 4 South of Range 4 West, all on the East Side of Anderson 
Creek, and forty acres to wit; the North East Quarter of the South East Quarter of the same section, township, and range as aforesaid.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Per Riley Lamkin: "His will was recorded in Perry County Indiana Book B, page 402, Heinrich (Henry) Van Lahr: wife Mary (nee 
Hackman); children Elizabeth, John, Joseph, Wilhelmina, Frank. Recorded Feb 22, 1877"  Henry H. VANLAHR and Anne Mary 
HACKMAN were married in Germany.

7.  Anne Mary HACKMAN was born on 30 Aug 1833 in Osnabrück, Germany  (see notes).  She died on 30 Dec 1907 
in St. Meinrad (Oak Ridge, Perry County).  She was buried in St John Chrysostom Cemetery, New Boston, Indiana.  
Anne Mary Hackman might? be related to Bernard Heinrich b. 1814 and Klemens Hackman b. 1821.
They came from the Oldenburg area, near Osnabrück, which is near Hanover, where her husband apparently came 
from. According to Henry Strobel Sr. "Grandmother VonLahr came from Osnabrück." Osnabrück is in Nieder Saxon 
(Lower Saxony), in the northwest, which is not the same as the state of Saxony, in the southeast.

Fourth Generation

8.  Martin STROBEL was born on 30 Sep 1803 in Obertsrot, Baden, Germany.  He died on 7 Mar 
1837.  He was buried on 9 Mar 1837 in Gernsbach, Baden.  He was a Master Baker, later farmer in 
Obertsrot.  He : See Notes for Theresia Schiel !.  The Birth record of Martin Strobel shown here in 
Latin is from Microfilm no. 1044042
September
Anno Domini Millesimo octingentesimo tertia die prima mensis Octobris - R. d. Petrus Josephus 
Schell ? ? Baptizavit infantem pridie hora undecima nocturna natum est Martino Strobel civis in 
Obertsroth et Fransisca nata Fordenbacher conjugibus legitimis cui impositum est nomen:
Martinus - Patrinus fuit Laurentius Werner civis in Obertsroth. Ita tutae Joanes Evang. Glaes, 
Parochus

I translate:
In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and three, on the first day of the month of October, Rev. Peter Joseph Schell ? ?  
baptized the baby born the day before at eleven o’clock at night to Martin Strobel, citizen of Obertsroth and Francisca nee 
Fordenbacher, lawful married couple, on whom was conferred the name Martin. The godfather was Laurentius Werner, citizen of 
Obertsroth. John Evangelist Glaes, Pastor.

Note: The birth year here (1803) differs from that shown on the marriage record (1806), but I guess 1803 is more likely correct, and have 
used it accordingly.

The Marriage record of Martin Strobel shown here in German is from the Catholic Church in Obertsrot marriage records, Microfilm no. 
1188217 from the Kirchenbuchduplikat (a manuscript copy) in the General-landesarchiv, Karlsruhe.

Martin Strobel
Bäckermeister
geb: d. 30 Sept:
1806
und
Therese Schiel
geb: d. 13 Octob:
1802.
Im Jahr eintausend, achthundert, vier und zwanzig, en vierten
März, morgens um 9 Uhr, nach voraus gegangener zweima-
liger Ausrufung, welche geschehen am Ostermontag und am
weissen Sonntag, wobei kein Hinderniß entdekt wurde,
haben vor mir und unterschriebenen Zeugen ihre Einweih-
ung in die Ehe öffentlich erklärt und sind getraut worden:
Martin Strobel von Obertsroth, des daselbst verstorbenen
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Bürgers Martin Strobel und dessen zurückgelassener Ehefrau
Franziska Fordenbacher ehlich lediger Sohn und neu angehender
Bäckermeister mit Theresia Schiel von Hilpertsau,
der dasigen Bürger und Eheleute Mathias Schiel und A. Maria
Dörrer ehlich ledigen Tochter, wie mit mir unterschriebene
Bürger bezeugen.
Zeugen Mathias Schiel, Bürger von Hilpertsau.
Johannes Fordenbacher, Bürger zu Obertsroth.
Test: Schell Dekan

I literally translate from the German:

Martin Strobel
Master Baker
born 30 Sep 1806
and
Theresia Schiel
born 13 Oct 1802

In the year eighteen hundred and twenty-four, on the fourth of March at 9 o'clock in the morning, after the publication of the bans, which 
occurred on Easter Monday and white Sunday, no obstacle having been discovered, there have publicly declared before me and the 
undersigned witnesses their marriage Martin Strobel of Obertsrot, the marriageable single son and recently progressing master baker of 
the deceased citizen Martin Strobel and his widowed wife Franziska Fordenbacher with Theresia Schiel of Hilpertsau, marriageable 
single daughter of citizens and husband and wife Mathias Schiel and A. Maria Dõrrer there, as witnessed by the undersigned:

Witnesses: Mathias Schiel, citizen of Hilpertsau,
                   Johann Fordenbacher, citizen of Obertsrot

[Later I found the original manuscript in microfilm 1044042 from the Archdiocesan Archive of Freiburg. It differs only in small details as 
you can see by comparing the photos.]

It is interesting that his formally recognized German profession of master baker, Bäckermeister is noted.

Death record of Martin Strobel from the same microfilm in German:

Im Jahre Eintausend, achthundert, sieben und dreißig, den siebenten
März Mittags um ein Uhr starb zu Obertsroth mit allen Hl. Sterbsakramenten
wohl versehen Martin Strobel/:Bauer/Burger
und ehemann der Theres Schiel -- seines Alters 33 Jahren --
und wurde den neunten d. M. Morgens um zehn Uhr von dem
Unterschriebenen in Gernsbach begraben.
Todeszeugen:  Lazarus und Peter Götz, Burger daselbst
Test: Schell Kaplan

And here it is translated literally:
In the year one thousand, eight hundred,and thirty-seven, the 7th of March about one o'clock in the afternoon there died in Obertsroth, 
with all the Holy Sacraments of the dying properly administered,  Martin Strobel, farmer, citizen, and husband of Theres Schiel - he was 
33 years old - and was buried on the 9th of March at 10 o'clock in the morning by the undersigned in Gernsbach.
Death witnesses: Lazarus and Peter Götz, citizens there
Signed: Rev. Schell

-------------------------------------------------------------

Walter Schatz, in his history of the Cannelton Strobels (primarily Martin Strobel and Joanna Schiel) writes: ". . it is known from Perry 
County church and naturalization records that other Strobels came to this area, namely Alois Strobel, and Franz Strobel (b. 1833, who 
came with his father, (Franz?) Martin Strobel in 1846 [Except that Theresia, on her emigration record, is listed as a widow, and that 
Franz traveled with her.], all from Baden, Germany, and settled in Troy. Whether they were related or known to Martin and Johanna is 
not yet clear, but “chain migration” patterns would suggest some such relationship."

He emailed:
"Another interesting connection is that my great grandfather (Martin) came the States in 1849 with his family and Elizabeth Schiel, the 
sister of Mathais Schiel. He was to bring Elizabeth Schiel to Mathais, but Elizabeth died during the voyage (and close to where Mathais 
lived in Falmouth, KY at the time). It is also interesting to note that Alouis (Alois) (our BRANCH 1) and my Martin (his BRANCH 2) 
filed a declaration of intention to become citizens on the same day."

Note: Walter Schatz' partial but fascinating history of this branch of the Strobels can be read as a pdf under Martin Strobel b. 
1818.  Henry Strobel  Martin STROBEL and Theresia SCHIEL were married on 4 Mar 1824 in Obertsrot Catholic Church.

9.  Theresia SCHIEL was born on 13 Oct 1802 in Hilpertsau, Amt Rastatt, Baden.  She emigrated in 
1846 from Obertsrot, Amt Rastatt, Baden, Germany.  She : See Notes.  1837 was not a good year for 
Theresia Schiel Strobel. First her husband Martin died in March and then her son Martin died in 
September having lived hardly a month, which is why when she emigrated with the other sons in 
1846, her Martins were not with her. What did Theresia do ? We presume she settled in Fulda with her 
sons?

We don't know why Theresia and her sons emigrated in 1846. There were various reasons to move on 
from time, political and economic. Indeed this was the year of a potato famine in Europe. Whether it 
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was the enticements of Indiana or the pressures in Baden, we don't know.

But here is the emigration record of Theresia (Schiel) Strobel and her sons from Germany. Apparently her daughter Apollonia did not 
travel with her.

Emigrant identification	233931
 First name	Theresia
 Last name	Strobel
 Second name	Schiel
 Marital status	verw.
 Sex	w
 Emigration year	1846
 Number of adults	1
 Comments	mit den Söhnen;
 Continent	Nordamerika
 Country of destination	Nordamerika
 County	nicht zuweisbar
 Archive	Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhe
 Last place of residence	Gernsbach
 District	Obertsrot

From the Emigration Landesarchiv Baden-Wuerttemberg, 1846
Source: http://pan.bsz-bw.de/auswanderer_neu/index.php?sprache=en&suche=1

Auswanderer-ID 233931
Vorname Theresia
Name Strobel
Emigr.jahr 1846
Zielland Nordamerika
Herkunftsort Gernsbach
Zweitname Schiel
Familienstand verw.
Geschlecht w
Anzahl Erwachsene 1
Kommentar mit den Söhnen;
Erdteil Nordamerika
Bezirks-/Oberamt nicht zuweisbar
Archiv Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhe
Teilort Obertsroth

Auswanderer-ID 233932
Vorname Alois
Name Strobel
Emigr.jahr 1846
Zielland Nordamerika
Herkunftsort Gernsbach
Verweis Theresia (Sohn von)
Geschlecht m
Ausreisealter 20
Erdteil Nordamerika
Bezirks-/Oberamt nicht zuweisbar
Archiv Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhe
Teilort Obertsroth

Auswanderer-ID 233933
Vorname Franz
Name Strobel
Emigr.jahr 1846
Zielland Nordamerika
Herkunftsort Gernsbach
Verweis Theresia (Sohn von)
Geschlecht m
Ausreisealter 13
Erdteil Nordamerika
Bezirks-/Oberamt nicht zuweisbar
Archiv Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhe
Teilort Obertsroth

Auswanderer-ID 233934
Vorname Mathias
Name Strobel
Emigr.jahr 1846
Zielland Nordamerika
Herkunftsort Gernsbach
Verweis Theresia (Sohn von)
Geschlecht m
Ausreisealter 21
Erdteil Nordamerika
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Bezirks-/Oberamt nicht zuweisbar
Archiv Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhe
Teilort Obertsroth

Auswanderer-ID 233935
Vorname Nikolaus
Name Strobel
Emigr.jahr 1846
Zielland Nordamerika
Herkunftsort Gernsbach
Verweis Theresia (Sohn von)
Geschlecht m
Ausreisealter 10
Erdteil Nordamerika
Bezirks-/Oberamt nicht zuweisbar
Archiv Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhe
Teilort Obertsroth

Auswanderer-ID 233936
Vorname Thomas
Name Strobel
Emigr.jahr 1846
Zielland Nordamerika
Herkunftsort Gernsbach
Verweis Theresia (Sohn von)
Geschlecht m
Ausreisealter 17
Erdteil Nordamerika
Bezirks-/Oberamt nicht zuweisbar
Archiv Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhe
Teilort Obertsroth

Note: It was quite usual for immigrants to Indiana from Germany to come through the port of New Orleans, then up the Mississippi and 
the Ohio Rivers.  My father indicated that was the case, and it seems true for Martin Strobel b.1818 (BRANCH 2) and his wife Johanna 
for example. I spent quite a few hours in the dark going through microfilms of ships entering New Orleans in 1846. Didn't find Theresia 
and sons there. I went through the thousands of ships arriving at New Orleans in 1846. Either the Strobels arrived at a different port or I 
missed them. Entirely possible as I was going at a breakneck pace through illegible logs of every hand, format, language and condition, 
from one to a thousand passengers. This was likely also the way Apolonia Strobel arrived at Pittsburgh, but on a different ship than 
Theresia.

Village arms of Hilpertsau: :
The oldest known arms of Hilpertsau appear on the seal dating from the late 18th century.
In 1900 the State Archives proposed new arms, which show the cross of Speyer, combined with the roses of the Counts of Eberstein. 
The village belonged to the Bishops of Speyer, but the Counts of Eberstein held the area in loan from the bishops. As the arms are 
against the rule of tincture (silver on silver), the State Archives proposed in 1959 to reverse the colours of the cross. The municipality, 
however, wanted to continue the old arms.
Hilpertsau borders Obertsrot on the south. They were both incorporated into Gernsbach in 1974.

10.  

11.  

Fifth Generation

16.  Martin STROBEL was born in 1757.  He died in 1815.  He lived in Obertsrot, Baden, Germany.  
Martin's death record in German: 
Im Jahr 1815 d. 25ten September, Mittags um halb 12 Uhr
starb zu Obertsroth mit allen Hl. Sterbsakramenten wohl
versehen Martin Strobel  Bürger allda, in einem Alter
von 58 Jahren und wurd d. 27ten dieses Monats von
unterschriebenen Zeugen zum Grabe begleitet.
Peter Lutz und Johann Falk, Bürger in Obertsroth
Test:  Schell Dekan und Stadtpfarrer

I translated:
In the year 1815 on the 25 of September, at 11:30 in the morning there died in Obertsroth with all the Holy Sacraments of the dying 
properly administered Martin Strobel, citizen there, at the age of 58 and he was on the 27th of this month accompanied to the grave by 
the undersigned witnesses.
Peter Lutz and Johann Falk, citizens of Obertsroth.
Signed: Rev. Schell, City Pastor

---------------------------------------------------
We so far don't know a lot about this Martin Strobel beyond his name and his wife's, but he provides a nice rationale for these pictures 
that show the beauty of his land, enticing us to visit it.
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I visited the Family Search Center in Salem, Oregon to study the Kirchenbuchduplikat, 1910-1869 Katholische Kirche Obertsrot (Amt 
Rastatt) and read through the birth, marriage, and death records of the Parish Church in Obertsrot. (March, 2006). Nowadays the 
Herz-Jesu-Kirche (Heart of Jesus Church) in Obertsrot serves the Catholic community of Obertsrot/Hilpertsau. Perhaps it did then too.

Kath. Pfarramt Herz Jesu Obertsrot- Hilpertsau
Obertsroter Str. 40
E-Mail <Pfarramt@kath-gernsbach.de>
Tel. 07224/916080  Fax 07224/916089
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The following is historical background from www.websters.net/blackforest/rastatt2.html#O

Obertsrot is 6km. southeast of Baden-Baden. It has been incorporated into the city of Gernsbach. Postal Code: 76593 
Gernsbach-Obertsrot

The Reformation in Obertsrot, originally a Catholic community, turned to Protestantism during the Reformation. The change was made 
easier for some of the old inhabitants of Obertsrot since they were originally religious refugees from Salzburg, Austria. Having been 
driven out of Salzburg because of their Protestant faith, they converted once more to Catholicism, in order not to be displaced for a 
second time. The domains of the Bishop of Speyer and those of the Counts of Eberstein would not accept Protestant immigrants.
When the Count of Eberstein and the Margrave of Baden, both ruling princes in the region, converted to the new faith and the influence 
of the Bishop of Speyer waned, the Protestant dogma was readily accepted by the people. The year 1556 saw the official introduction of 
Protestant doctrine. Count Wilhelm von Eberstein supported it wholly and created a Protestant parish in Gernsbach, complete with 
Protestant teachers and counselors. Since that time there are two churches: the lower or Protestant and the upper or Catholic Church.
Count Wilhelm had attended the Diet of Worms in 1521. He met Luther and had declared his loyalty to him. His marriage to Elizabeth 
von Hanau strengthened the Lutheran hold in the county. She was a devout Protestant and suppressed all those subjects who failed to 
accept the new doctrine. According to the law, all subjects had to be of the same faith as their respective ruler. For the Obertsrot 
population it meant an end to religious processions and pilgrimages. All vacant ministries were filled by competent preachers and 
Catholic clergy were rejected as a matter of principle. In Obertsrot the people converted quickly and in large numbers to the new faith. 
The parish registered five Protestant baptisms in 1579.
Since Weisenbach was the only parish where the Count had the right to appoint the pastor, it recorded the first Protestant minister as 
well. In 1578 Pastor Koch was installed as pastor and held the post for 46 years. On orders, the citizens of Obertsrot attended divine 
service in Weisenbach or, when that was canceled, they attended the Protestant church in Selbach. Ministers to the churches in 
Weisenbach and Selbach had been appointed by the family of Eberstein since antiquity and were, for many years after the religious 
transformation bastions of Protestantism in the Murgtal.
The year 1624 brought about a change. On March 30, 1624 Count Johann von Eberstein signed the "Ruffach Treaty", named after the 
town of Ruffach in Elsass, which ended religious freedom in the county. [Note: the 30 Years War, initially a war between Catholics and 
Protestants, started in 1618 and eventually returned the Southern half of Germany to Catholicism]. Protestant preachers were dismissed 
and those subjects remaining faithful to its doctrines were expelled, until they recanted under duress. Thus the head of the community of 
Obertsrot, Jacob Hauser, spent nine years in exile and died faithful to lutheran doctrine. He was not allowed to be buried in Obertsrot 
and was eventually buried in the Protestant cemetery in Gernsbach. His successor, as well as his colleague in Hilpertsau, both 
Protestants, were ordered to recant or to resign. Their reply was that they would rather go into exile than to return to Catholicism. As 
early as 1625 there were no baptisms from Obertsrot recorded in the Gernsbach register, a clear sign that the people returned to the old 
Catholic faith.
Of course there were still individuals who gave rise to accusations, for in January of 1625 it was reported by the bailiff at Gernsbach: 
"The Obertsrot citizen Thomas Krieg, participating in the barge traffic, is hereby ordered to become a Catholic or to quit the trade. A fine 
of 20 Reichstaler was levied against him. The Catholic reeve Hasenohr had advised to exile the unruly Krieg family."
On June 13, 1625 Pater Matthias arrived in the valley. He was a monk who used friendly persuasion with the people of Obertsrot. He 
managed to convert Thomas Krieg to the old faith. He pleaded to the court on his behalf to forgive the high fine of 20 Reichstaler. He had 
suffered enough. He was without income and his family had gone hungry. Wendel Karst of Hilpertsau was treated in the same manner. 
The year 1625 brought an end to the religious strife in the village. From that time on until today Obertsrot has remained a 
Catholic village.

Emigrant Surnames: Götz, Hasenohr, Jankowitsch, Müller, Nees, Schiel, Siebert, Stramm, Strobel

Note: Obertsrot shared the services of the priest from the neighboring community of Gernsbach. They belonged to Gernsbach parish but 
used the chapel in Obertsrot. Some records of Obertsrot parish members can be found with the records from Gernsbach. Hilpertsau is 
also part of these records.

  Martin STROBEL and Franziska Elisabetha FORDENBACHER were married.

17.  Franziska Elisabetha FORDENBACHER was born on 1 Aug 1765.  She was baptized on 2 Aug 1765.  She was born on 8 Oct 
1767.  She was baptized on 9 Oct 1767.  She lived in Obertsrot, Baden, Germany.  Another possibility to consider:
14. Francisca Fordenbacher - International Genealogical Index / GE
Gender: Female Birth: 01 AUG 1765 Gernsbach, , , Baden
15. Francisca Elisabetha Fordenbacher - International Genealogical Index / GE
Gender: Female Birth: 08 OCT 1767 Gernsbach, , , Baden

If so, her parents would be Joannis Adami Fordenbacher and Franciscae Staudinger.

18.  Mathias SCHIEL lived in Hilpertsau, Amt Rastatt, Baden.  Mathias SCHIEL and A. Maria DOERRER were married.

19.  A. Maria DOERRER lived in Hilpertsau, Amt Rastatt, Baden.
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Sixth Generation

32.    This family tree is primarily from the perspective of our own family (branch 1), descended from Martin Strobel b. 1757, 
Baden (and Adam Eberle b. 1804, Trier on the maternal side). However, two additional "Strobels of Southern Indiana" families have 
been included here. All three came to settle on the Indiana side of the Ohio River, two in the same year and one three years later, all from 
within a five mile area in Germany and evidently knew each other in Indiana. They are in the family tree index as -
STROBEL, (BRANCH 1; see note)      from Obertsrot, Baden to St. Meinrad, Indiana
STROBEL, (BRANCH 2; see note)      from Hilpertsau, Baden to Cannelton, Indiana
STROBEL, (BRANCH 3; see note)      from Gaggenau, Baden to New Albany, Indiana
These branches are almost certainly related. If you have information on this, please email books@henrystrobel.com

This report is for Branch 1.  

34.  Joannes Adamus FORDENBACHER was born in 1724.  He died on 3 Mar 1805.  Death record 
of Joannes Adamus Fordenbacher in Latin:

Anno Domino Millesimo octingentesimo quinto die tertia mensis Martius obiit Joannes Adamus 
Fordenbacher civis et murarius in Obertsroth omnibus moribundorum Sacramentes ? Eucharistico et 
extremae unctionis administrati sunt circiter octoginta et unius annorum et alters post obitum die a me 

infra scripto in cemeterio superiori sepultus est. Ita testor Joannes Evang. Glaes.

I translate:
In the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and five on the third day of the month of March, Joannes Adamus Fordenbacher, citizen and 
mason of Obertsroth, died with all the Sacraments of the sick, the holy Eucharist and extreme unction having been administered, about 
eighty-one years old, and on the day after his death was buried by me the undersigned in the upper cemetery. And so I witness, Joannes 
Evang. Glaes.
  Joannes Adamus FORDENBACHER and Francisca STAUDINGER were married.

35.  
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