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From a big book (797 pages), by a big man with a big heart.
A friend of my father, very true, but a friend too
to about everyone in Perry County, Indiana.

Thanks, Jim

Henry A. Strobel, Jr.



STROBEL, HENRY ALOIS,
Private, 1979816, Company D, 120th Infantry, 30th Division,

Distinguished-Service Cross., General Orders No. 32, War De-
partment, 1919, Near Bellicourt, France, September 29, 1918, with
eight other soldiers, comprising the company headquarters detachment,
Private Strobel assisted his company commander in cleaning out enemy
dugouts along the canal and capturing 242 prisoners.

Military Medal: (Great Britian). List No.40, British War Office,
July 18, 1919, No specific citation of record,

Record: Born July 18, 1886, St. Meinrad; son of Clemens and
Elizabeth (von Lahr) Strobel. Farmer, Tell City. Entered service
September 19, 1917, Cannelton. Training: Camp Taylor, Ky.; Camp
Sevier, S.C. Assigned to Company G, 335th Infantry; transferred to
Company H, 335th Infantry; to Company D, 120th Infantry. Overseas
May 12, 1818-December 23, 1918,

Battles: Canal d'Ypres, Ypres-lys, Somme, Wounded October 10,
1918, Vaux-Andigny. Discharged April 10, 1919,

Represented the State of Indiana at the burial of the Unknown Soldier
in Arlington Cemetery on Armistice Day, 1921.

Married: Catherine M. Eberle, Daughters, Dorothy Regina, Frances
Elizabeth, Mary Rose, Rita Henrietta. Tell City.

VOGEL, JOHN W, (Deceased)

Private first class, 454680, Headquarters Company, 18th Infantry,
1st Division.

Silver Star: General Orders No. 1, Headquarters lst Division,
Camp Zachary Taylor, Ky., January 1, 1920: The Division Commander
cites the following officers and soldiers for gallantry in action and es~
pecially meritorious services: ...John W. Vogel, private, Headquarters
Company, 18th Infantry...By command of Major General Summerall:
Stephen O. Fuqua, Colonel, General Staff, Chief of Staff, Official:

R. E. Fraile, Lieutenant Colonel, A.G.D., Division Adjutant,

Record: Born October 28, 1897, Cannelton; son of John F. and
Savannah (Carter) Vogel. Farmer, Tell City. Enlisted February 24,
1917, Fort Douglas, Utah. Assigned to Company M, 35th Infantry;
transferred to Headquarters Company 18th Infantry. Private first class,
April 1, 1918, Overseas June 14, 1917. Killed in action June 9, 1918.
Buried in Somme American Cemetery, Bony, Aisne, France - grave 9,
row 15, block C,

(Compiled in 1920-21),
Private Henry A. Strobel, Co. D., 120th Infantry, 30th Division
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(Old Hickory Division). Enlisted in service
September 19, 1917, at Cannelton, Indiana.
In training Camp Taylor, Louisville, Ken-

tucky, until March 27, 1918. Transferred

to Camp Sevier, South Carolina.

-The Trip Across

We embarked for overseas at Boston, Mass.
May 7th, 1918 on the H. M. S. Bohemia. This
was an old British boat which was a long way
from being clean. Used for transporting
cattle before the great conflict. We were
badly crowded on this boat and the food any-
thing but good or edible, being composed for
a time mostly of Australian rabbits and goat
meat. Then we were cut down on rations so
low that we were almost starved. We then
found some potatoes in sacks, we ate all we
could and filled our pockets with them. We
were then forbidden them.,

After this the men or rather the soldiers got their heads together
and started planning. They finally decided to have an exhibition. The
exhibition was supposed to be staged between The American Doughboy
and the British Cooks. It was to be an act in front of the points of bayo-
nets manned by the future American Expeditionary Force. The British
Cooks were supposed to be rounded up and with fixed bayonets forced
overboard into the ocean.

We, the doughboys or the British Cooks had luck or perhaps both,
as our officers had found out of this proposed exhibition and placed our
own cooks in the kitchen and thereafter we fared better.

The trip across the ocean took sixteen days. About a day or so was
spent in the harbor at Halifax, Nova Scotia awaiting our convoy. We
encountered several attacks by German submarines and it was rumored
they were accounted for (sunk). While crossing the English Channel be-
tween Folkstone, England and Calais, France two boats collided or
rammed and the writer saw a number of men thrown overboard by the
impact and some of them were never found. Upon landing in England all
men of this division were given a letter of welcome from his Majesty,
King George V.

At Calais troops were marched to British Camp. Chinese laborers
were used at the camp. Several were killed by our sentinels. A China-
man had a greater value in shillings and pounds than an ordinary soldier.

We were re-equipped with British equipment throughout, helmets,
gas masks, and rifles and trained as part of the British Army. Were
initiated in the nightly air raids which generally took its toll. At this
place we were also introduced to the famous 40 Homme or 8 Chevaux
and detraining at Andriueq in the Eperlecges training area.
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British officers from the 4th Bedfordshire Battalion were assigned
to our regiment under Lieutenant Col. Edwards, British Army.

Sir Douglas Haig and General Pershing both inspected the froops in
this area. As a result of the inspection the former requested this division
be made one of the two remaining American divisions with the British
army. The other was the 27th division, New York.

After completing training here we were transferred to the 2nd British
Corps second army and sent in support of the 33rd and 48th British
Divisions in the Ypres Salient.

We were the first American troops in Belgium and spent the fourth
of July in the little Kingdom. The first two nights we were distributed
among the British in the lines and then taken over by our own battalion
in the East and West Popperinghe lines.

While back at Road Camp we were inspected by King George and
everyone tried to get a glimpse of His Majesty. Troops were formed
without arms for special reason in the formation,

Now back into the lines again and we tock over the Canal Sector of
the Ypres Salient or Salient as it was called by the 33rd British division.
The ground was very low, easily flooded and water was near the surface
and shell holes would fill with water, All high ground, Observatory Ridge,
Paschendale Ridge and the Famous Mount Kimmel was held by the enemy.
The enemy could observe the entire movements in day time. The Salient
was deep and narrow and was subjpcted to shell fire from front, flanks
and rear. The entire sector is a ghostly monument to the tenac_ﬁJ and
courage of the British soldiers. For four years they held it against
bitter attacks by a determined enemy. Today it is a sacred ground where
hundreds of +housand== of British soldiers and some Americans lie "'where
poppies bloom.

One Exciting Night

One cold, rainy night I was lying on a listening-ocut-post away out
in No Man's Land in the poppy covered fields of Flanders., It was near
the old famous city of Ypress, Belgium. The night was very dark, drizzly
and misty rain was slowly falling and it was also very chilly. As I was
lying there watching and listening it seemed as though titne had stopped,
seconds seemed like minutes and minutes like hours, hours like days or
even months. In front of me at times it seemed as there were black ob-
jects moving around back and forth.

Cold chills began to run up and down all over my body and my hair
was trying to stand on end and throw off my heavy iron helmet, but I
had the helmet strap under my chin so it stayed on all right. While I
was lying there all kinds of thoughts came into my mind, thousands I
suppose. The one that was foremost in my mind was what I was going
to do when those Germans jumped up in front of me or might even cap-
ture me.

While I was lying there watching and listening, mice and rats came
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running through the grass, weeds and poppies near me, making noises
and those black objects out in front of me kept me continuously on my
nerves thinking that those Germans might be coming. But behold, this
time there was a real black object moving around in front of me. I
quickly raised up and aimed my rifle on the moving object as well as I
could in the darkness and yelled, "Halt'! ''Who's there?" The dark,
moving object answered my challenge immediately and said, "I'm
American, are you?' I immediately recognized his voice so I advanced
to him and as he came near I saw that he had some large object on his
shoulder. I asked where he had been and what he was carrying. He
answered in an excited tone of voice that he and some comrades had been
on a ration detail and were lost. ''Some of the boys 'were shot' said he,
"and we had a hell of a time, but I've got a German machine gun'.

This was the first German machine gun captured by the 30th Division
and this happened to be a man from my company.

We took over the lines from the 33rd British division consisting of
the 16th King's Royal Rifle Corps, 2nd Worchestershire, 9th Highland
Light Infantry, Yorkshire Dragoons and all of the 100th Brigade British.
The ""Bloody Salient' so long British was not American.

The policy of the regiment was to be one of aggression. Supremacy
in No Man's Land was to be secured and held. Troops were prepared for
counter attack but in case of a surprise attack every man should hold the
line until every man was killed.

On the night of August 26th a cloud gas attack was made on the
enemy, released 2,520 cylinders of gas, phosgene and chlorine,

On September 1lst the principle objective was Lankhof Farm, a
strongly fortified position, also Voormezeele was taken and a new line
established.

On the nights of September 4 and 5th the regiment was relieved by
the 105th and part of the 104th British Brigades and we marched to Dirty
Bucket Camp and Flanders mud was left behind. The entire regiment
then was deloused and bathed at '"Kill Bug Station''.

This regiment was then transferred to the 3rd British Army under
command of General Byng near Arras, It was a distinction to have been
a part of the first American Division in Belgium.

On September 6 troops marched from Dirty Bucket to Proven and
then by train to Wavrans, then marching to the St. Pol Area.

On September 17 and 18 the division was moved to the Puchevillers
area, near Albert,

On September 23 the division was transferred to the 4th British army,
commanded by General Rawlinson. Lorry after lorry rooled into place
and loaded with troops. All night long the movement continued through
Albert, Perrons Doingt and along the marshy Somme to Cartigny and
marched to Tincourt. The regiment was joined by Australian officers and

men, 2
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We learned that in front of us lay the hitherto impregnable positions
of the Great Hindenburg Line, against which many fruitless attacks had
been made by the British armies. Now the task was given to the two
American Divisions, the 27th N. Y. and the 30th Old Hickory, the fighting
the only decisive battle in the World War, The place and honor in this
attack between Cambria and St., Quentin had been given the 4th British
Army. The 30th and 27th division part of the 4th British Army, would
attack in the centre with the 46th British on the right and 27th American
division on the left. The 119th and 120th Infantry Regiments had been
selected to do the job and the 117th and 118th to follow the attack after
crossing the canal, Every man Wondered that night if the morrow spelled
"safety', "blighty” or "gone west' for him.

Prepared for death

On September 26, 1918 every man in the regiment received notice
that if he had money or valuables that he desired to send home or to
friends they had an opportunity to do so; also any other business matters
were'to be attended to as the hour for one of the most terrible or greatest
attacks was nearing or in other words the men were prepared for death.

These days and nights were very cold and rainy and we suffered
greatly from exposure as we had no overcoats nor blankets when pre-
paring for an attack.

The night before the great attack the writer got so cold that rest and
sleep were impossible so I hunted for something to cover myself. I
finally found a piece of a German coat and this aided some in keeping
warm. I also found things that were smelling very badly, dead bodies of
Germans.

The rain had frozen on the grass and weeds which made quite a noise
when walking through it as we went to the tape or jumping off place.

The Hindenburg system consisted of the following: 1st three rows
of heavy barbed wire, woven so thick as to resemble a mass of vines
or briars intermingled--each row being from thirty to forty feet in depth.
2nd, three rows of the Hindenburg trenches, on which four years of work
had been spent. 3rd, the backbone of the entire system, Bellicourt,
the St. Quentin Canal Tunnel," © This canal passed for-a distance of 6,000
yards underground from Le Catlet on the north to Recquval on the south.
It had been built by the Great Napoleon and in some places was 193 feet
underground,” The Germans filled the canal barges, lighted it with elec-
tric lights and fitted it with a dressing station for wounded soldiers. :
Thousands and thousands of troops could be accomodated and they could
rest and be secure of shell fire. The end of the tunnel had been closed
by ferro concrete walls with openings for machine guns: ¢ -

To the trench system and the town of Bellicourt, overhead, ran
concrete tunnels through which troopb could move to reinforce the front -
line or to occupy the prepared positions in Belllcourt To the Catlet-
Nawroy, a supporting system and the village of Nauroy which had been"
prepared for defense. Over the entire area were machine guns without
number. Germans believed this position could not be taken or impregnated
by any troops. -
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