


A BRI EF AUTOBI OGRAFHY BY
G F. KNAPPP
(Witten in his 89th Year)

| was born Decenber 11, 1849, in a
smalloghouse near Monroe, M chigan,
on a farmwhich ny father had bought
fromthe governnent two or three years
earlior, paying the big sumof $100

for the 80 acres or $1.25 per aore.

The year 1849 was the year of the gold
rush to California. Zaohary Tayl or
was President. The 1650 census shows
that the United States had a popul a-
tion of only 23,191,876 while M chigan
had only 397,654, There were only 30
stars on ourUnited States flag. The
31st star was for California, admtted
in 1850.

| emwiting this Autobiography for
grandchil dren and great-grandchildren,
some of whom are school teachers and
are interested in early history. You
will be glad to know sonet hing about
my father who was born near Strass-
burg, Germany, and cane to this oountry
in 1630 at the age of nine. Mny times
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has he told me about his trip from
New York to Tol edo, going by the Erie
Canal from Al bany to Buffalo and then
by boat fromBuffalo to Tol edo as no
trains were running in this part of

t he Country.

Wien he with his parents and four
brothers and sisters came to M chigan
which was not yet a State, the popu-
[ ation of Mchigan (1830 census was
only 31,639. His parents bought a
smal | farmthree mles Southwest of
Monroe. The Tel egraph road now goes
across that property. Andrew Jack-
son was President then. He signed
the deed when farnms were bought from
t he governnent.

One of father's brothers becane a
oarpenter; the other a tailor. My
father stayed on the small farm
About 1846 father married a young
girl who had recently arrived from
Germany. They then built the small
| og house | have nentioned, on that
80 acre farm

There was heavy tinmber on the place,
| arge oak trees, wal nut, black and
white ash. There was not nuch sale
for wood in those days. Father woul d
cut four-foot wood and haul it to
Monroe with an ox team He did al
his farmwork with a yoke of oxen
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You nmay wonder what kind of a school
| attended. The school house was 1:
mles away and stood al most in the
road, with no playground. In those
days we were not supposed to play
but to work. There were only four
smal | wi ndows in that school house.
The little, old stove sat in the
mddle of the roomwth two rows of
rough benches on each of the three
sides. The little kids sat on the
smal | front benches while the ol der
ones sat on the |arger benches near
the wall. Qur desks sloped up ---
against the wall so we faced the wal
when we wote.

The teachers would board around with
parents who sent children to school
Teachers al so furnished the wood for
the school. It was not necessary for
a teacher to know nuch in those days.
The main thing was to know how to
handl e a good big switch and to keep
order. Children didn't have to go
to school if they did not want to.

fmenl | was seven or eight years old
father built another |og house. It
was |arger and the |ogs were hewed
on both sidos, making a smoth wal
on each side. That house is stil
standing, built about 83 years ago.

There was plenty of gamg in the woods.
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Deer, wild turkey and squirrels were
numerous, W had no hunting |aw then
Ve could kill deer anytinme, even in
the sumrer. W saw deer every day.

V¢ saw many Indians. The squaws woul d
carry their kids on their backs, wth
a shaw tied around them In those
days Mchigan was "out West".

There was a lot of chills, agueand
mal aria. The country was not drai ned,
The nosquitoes were so thiok they
woul d al nost eat us up.

Wien | was 14 years ol d ny nother died.
Two years |ater father married again.
At this tinme there were four boys and
two girls in our famly -- Jacob, ny-
self, Katie, John, Charles and Lena

By this marriage there were two nore
girls -- Emma and Tillie. Al of

them have passed on except ne.

Wien | was 15 years old | was nearly
killed. Father had gotten rid of his
oxen and had bought a spirited team
He didn't know much about horses and
they often ran away. Once when they
ran away | was thrown to the ground
and did not know anything for two hours,
It was quite athrill, though danger-
ous, to ride after a teamof horses.

did not even dream of autos or
airplanes, W had no buggies, or
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bi cycles, or telephones, or rural de-
livery of mail, or radios, or novies.
But do not think that young people did
not have good times in those days. W
did. W had dances. During the win-
ter we had danoes every week or two.
We would go in big sleighs. Some of
the dancers would bring booze and when
they tried to dance they ooul d not
keep tine with the nusic.

Anot her group of young people woul d
have spelling schools. Two districts
woul d spel | against each other

Wel woul d al so have singing schools. A
singing master would oonme around and
organi ze a singing class, teaching
themthe notes -- do, re,m, fa, so,
| a,si, do.

In the early fall we would have corn
husking bees in the moonlight. We'd
husk a few hours and then go to the
house and have a party with the girls.

Wien | was 19 years old | went to To-
l edo, Chio, to work in a brick yard
in the sunmer and in a planing ml|

infthe winter. | did this for twe
years but did not |ike this kind of
work. | wanted to be a farnmer. In

the winter of 187'2-71 | went back to

Monroe County to find work on a farm

You may wonder how | happened to go
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fromMnroe County to Lenawee County.
That is an interesting story, In
March, 1871, there was a Revival neet-
ing in the Evangelical Church at |da,
M chi gan, near Mnroe, A friend of
mne, Peter Scheurer, and | went. 'tie
bot h were converted and we quit our
sinful life, W quit going to dances
and playing cards, W% accepted our
Lord Josus as personal Saviour, Later
Peter Scheurer became a mnister in

t he Evangel i cal Church,

One Sunday afternoon, Peter Scheurer
and | drove over to Ida in a cutter
and we stopped at a home where we
wer e acquainted. W found sone ot her
people there -- strangers. Among them
were two young sisters by the namke
Rothfuss fromBlissfield, One was 17
years old, Her name was Rosa. From
the very start | liked her |ooks. She
wanted to know where | |ived and

told her. | told her | had been work-
ing in Toledo for two years but was

| ooking for a place on a farm She
said, "d cone to Blissfield, There

are big farners there who hire severa
nen, "

About April 1, 1871, Jake Turner, a

young nman who alrea%y had a job, went

with me to Blissfield. On Sunday I

met that Rothfuss girl again, It was

not the big farmers who had drawn me
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to Blissfield but that 17 year old,
Rosa Rot hfuss, | fioon got a job in
the Blissfield neighborhood.

| shal |l never forget the sursmer of
1871, That was the year Chioago had
its big fire. There was a terrible
drought in the fall in Mchigan. A
the Eastern part of QOgden Township
burned, including val uabl e tinber, The
smoke was so dense we couldn't see 10
rods ahead. This lasted a nonth. The
worst of it was that water was so very
scarce We had to haul water day and
night fromthe river to keep the fire
under control and to keep the stock
alive. We had nodrilled wells. The
surface wells were entirely dry. The
sun | ooked red, W all had sore eyes
fromthe smoke.

About the | ast of October we had a
|ight shower one night, There was a
wonderful change in the norning. The
sky was clear) It |ooked |ike a new
wor | d, Again we could see the houses
of t he neighbors.

The following winter the man | was
working for wont into the timber busi-
ness,) About all the cottonwood trees
had been killed by the fire, This man
bought I ots of timber on Section 24,
Ogden Township. | drove a teamfor hi-l
| worked for himalso in the sumen ¢



1872 and in the fall | bought from
hima team of ny own -- horses and
harness -- for $3co] That took nearly
all ny money, | had already bought a
wagon and a paixr of bobs. | had been
working for this man for a year and
nine nonths, He was a horse jockey,
He had many horses, good and bad. |
got a good teamfromhim He also had
mul es, kicking nules, One day | was
unhitching a tug froma kicking mle.
He kicked ny hat off ny head. That
was a close calll

I n October, 1872, | took ny teamand
for the first tinme began td teamfor
nmysel f, ¥rJ] Hazzard hired me to haul
tinmber fromthe East County |ine near
Qtawa Lake, It was square tinber,
ties for the railroad, and saw | ogs,

Rosa €, Rothfusd and | had been pl an-
ning on getting married early in

1873. She was born December 11,1853
Qur birthdays were on same day but |
was four years older, We were married
in her father'!dhouse on January 30,
1873.

| finished ny teamingthe |ast of Mareh
and during the first-week in April

1873, Rosa and | noved onto a rented
farmin Rigs] Townshi p, AdamDreher'd
farm We did not have nuch to nove

Her father bought her some furniture
A

and al so gave her a cow. | bought from
hi m anot her cow for .25, In those days
we couldn'tl buyl factory wagons, We
had to have them made by hand. | could
not wait for one to be made so Father
Rothfusd sold ne his wagon and he had
anot her one made by Ford & Gilmanl in
Blissfield, Wel were happily settled

on our rented farm eventhough we had
little money,

For two years we worked that farmon
shares but we laid up only $100 be-
cause that farm had poor drainage, The
farmwas then sold and we had to nove
Fat her Rothfusd then advised ne not to
rent another farmbut to buy a place
of my own. He was very much interested
inthe welfare of his children ---
John, WIlliam Charles, George, Frank)|
Sophi a, Rosa, Mary/Lona and C ara.
There was a 40 ccre farmfor sale in
Qgden Township on Section 13, There
was a nioe new | og house on it and
five of the 40 acres were ready for
the plow, The man who had owned it
had recently di ed, One day in January,
1875, Fat her Rothfusd and | were in
Ben MIler's place on Depot Street in
Blissfield, talking about a deal for
these 40 acres when the fire-bell rang
and East Blissfield burned down, There
was no fire protection, The buildings
wero wooden. The fire junped from
building to building until all of tho
9



stores on the East side were destroyed
It was a horrible sight to see the
town in ruin,

Wll, we made a deal on that 40 acre
farm  Pricd $1000 -- or $25 per acre.
There was a nortgage on it for $500,
bearing 107 interest, YMrJ MIler was
the Adm nistrator, The w dow who owned

the place was his daughter-in-I|aw,

| couldn't get any noney for less than
107 but everything ol se was cheap/ |
sol d ear corn for 187 a bushely live
hogs wero &3 por 100; Fat stbers $3%
to ¢4)] | had only $100 to ppy dowm.

| paid 104 on thd $900,

Bef ore we noved on the place we had to
build a small stable for our two cows
and our two horses -- all we had, We
started in very poor but RoS:a was a
good housekeeper and she knefy how to
work. There was still a littlle timber
on the place but the best hali been
takonl of f or burned of f.

As | stated before, the 1871 fire had
nearly killed all of the grepn +imber.
There was | ots of hickory wopd--dead.
We eut it into four-foot wooly ang
hauled it to Adrian, We got 4, 50 %o
$5 per cordl There was good white ash
tinber whichl we out into 18«l;,41 wood
and hauled it to Blissfield.
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Very well do | renenber one unfortunate
experience | had, hauling wood, It took
hard work to get the wood ready and it
wasg @ big job to haul wood over our

bad roads when the wheels went into

the mud to the hub and it was a job

for two horses to pull a buggy, |

sold $7 worth of wood to a Dentist in
Blissfieldl] | piled it up nicely in
the front of his offioe, I went into
get nmy nmoney, He said he had none but
thatl | should come the next week, |
went back ever so many tinmes but not
one ocnt did 1 ever collectl fromhim
Well, he has gone to his reward now
and L presume that where he is, they
don't burn ash wood to keep them warm

To makel @ living on ny 40 acre farm

I rented other land and worked it in
addition to the five acres already
cleared) Soon we had more than five
acres ready for the plow. Whildthe
big fire of 1071 hart burned down the
trees it did not burn up the stunps.
Those Who see thd level land in QOgden
today, do not realize what a big job
we had getting rid of those stunps, It
is no fun to plow or cultivate or reap
when therd are big stumps with |ong
rootsa.

During harvest time | worked out, Vie
had o few reapers in our Township but

no sel f-binders. 1 followed the reaper
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and bound grain by hand, Wel cut sone
grain with the ol d-fashioned cradle,
especially near the stunps, In the
winter | worked in the woods, cutting
staves and heads for barrels.

As fast as | could weclearcd up the
40 acres. The tinber we could not
sell, we rolled together and burned,

| wish we had some of it now, Mich
of the tinber we split into rails, Wel
did not have Page's woven wire fence
in those early days but big rails.

About 1882, | bought the adjoining
40 on the East. | paid $25 per acre,
tostl of it was cleared and fenced.
Wd now had 80 acres, the present 80,
| mever added to the 80, | thought
that 80 acres well farmed was enough

But that year -- when | bought the
adjoining 40 -- was the worst we ever
had, The sumen was cold and wet. Ve
had a killing frost the first week in
June, freezing the cornthat was up
and the rye, Ve had a frost on Sept.
7 that killed the lated corn. There
was not a ripe ear of cornin the
country

That same fall one of our horses died -

one of ny first team | couldn'
raise my interest, | had to borrow

$100f rom my sister to pay the interest.
12
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Rothfuss Family Reunion at Home of G. F. Knapp. July, 1914

| bought another horse atan auction
sal e and Father Rethfuss Went on ny
note) In those days if you bought any-
thing at an auetion sale you had to
get a signer.

Wel did notsee many buggies in those
days, especially in the country| We
went with the big wagon and the two
world horses, When we-worked the team
during the week, the horses rested on
Sunday. Sunday was a real rest day,

Fortunately|taxes were |low, | paid
$5 to $6 for taxes on ny first 4o, |
paid ¢15 to §1d on the entire 80/

By 1886 and 1887 we had our 80 =acres

wel | cleared up and tiled, | was the
first man on this road to put intile
and the?/ soon paid for thenselves. Wel
could plow or cultivatd Soon after a

heavy rain beoauso the water would not
stand in the fields and ruin the crop,

I n Sept enber, 1887, toward evening comel
a. cycl one which did nuch damage, Our
corn was out and in the shock. That
cyclone scattered every shock. W

had nore than 800 rods of rail fence,
Not one rod was left in place. Rails
were saattored far and near. Qur cows
werd found half a mle East, W had
to build a fence around the barnyard
t0 keop thd oows in that night,
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The next day wehadabig job caring
for the orops and rebuilding fences,
Wiel had a few trees standing but the
cyclone uprooted them | had intended
using those trees for a new barn, Now
that the treed were down, we went to
work at once on the bam (36 X 50)
which was erected in the summer of
1888 . It has been of great] service
during the past 50 years,

Howovey before the barn was up, we had
a sad experience. On April 10, 1888
our ol dest son, Willie, took siok with
spinal neningitis and on April 24 he
ﬁassed on. el was 33 years old, He
aﬁ Hc nl an unusual 'y good student in
school ,

In 1802, we built oun steer barn, Up
to this time we had been living in our
| og house but we had been making plans
to build a new house. In 1898 we
erected the house in which we stil
live. W had been a happy famly in
the old | og house, The new house was
much eprreciated by the children --
Ezra, Georgo, Lela=) Ernest, Edna, Burt
and Poarll (twins), Luella, Beulah and
Emery | as welll as by Rosa, my wife,
and nysel f. liany happy tines havo the
children/grandchil dren and great -
grandchildren had in this house in
the past 44 years, May it stand for
nmany years to aone!

After we were married and had noved
to our rented farmin Rigal Township
Rosa and | joined the Evangelica
Churoh in Riga| After we noved to
this farmin 1875 ny wife and Ihad
our names transferred to the Beagle
Church, They elected me as Sunday
School Superintendent, an office |
held until that church was closed,

W then united with the Bethel United
Brethren Church. The Bethel Church
building was erected in 1880. | have
hel d every offioe i N i that a layman
can hold. | was Sunday School Super-
intendent, C ass Leader, Trustee of
the Church, Parsonage Trustee, Men
ber of the Financial Board, Church
Treasurer, and for 12 years a Trustee
on the M ahigan Board of the North
Chio Conference, Five or six times |
have boen an offioial delegate to

the Annual Conference. For nany years
was a menber of the School Board of
the Basor District and have served a
nunber of tines on the jury in Adrian
In my younger days | enjoyed that work
and | net some fine people from other
parts of the County.

For many years we have taken the Bliss
field Advance and the Adrian DailY

Tel egram the paper that fearlessly
fought the liquor traffic, For
years we have read the Christian
Conservator of the BJ Church
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On August 27, 1919, at mdnight, ny
dear wife, Rosa, had a strokel For
10 I ong weeks she suffered. On Novem-
ber 5, she passed on to her eterna
hone. Two of our daughterd have al so
gone to their heavenly home =-~Edna
and Luella) | amstill waiting for
the Lord to take me hone.

Iamin my 80th year and if Ilive
until Decenber 11, 1939, I shall be
90 years old. | ammitingthis in
November /1939, so the ohifdren,
grandchi | dren and great-grandchildren

(about sofwill knowa little about the

early struggles of Rosa and nyself in
tryingto nake this a better world.

| amstill living on that old 80 acre
farma half mle Wst of the Bethell
briok church, with ny ¥oungest son|
Emery, and his good wite, Irena.

The young peopl e today oan hardly
realize what great changes have taken
placein just one life-tine, If for
just one day we had to gow thout oun
nodern conveni ences we woul d begin to
appreci ate what the early days neant,

VW had tallow candles and then the
kerosene lanp. Now we have the clec
tricdlight. W now have fine auto
hi ghways, The road from Tol edo to
Monroe was a plank road. There wasa
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toll gate and it costi US one oent a
mletotravel on that road,

I have already witten too mueh but
there are many nore things | mght
tell, | renenmber the hard times dur-
ing and following the Gvil War when
we had paper nmoney -- not only {1 and
85 bills but 5¢)10¢) 25¢/) known as
"shin plaster," | was 15 years old
when Lincoln was shot,

Wen we took butter and eggs to the
store we did not get cashl e got
groceries in trade. Butter which
was 8¢ a pound would bring 94 in
trade, M mother would walk eight
mles to Menroed Oarrying two baskets
of eggs and one of butter. The third
basket she aarried on her head.

Whenl we gotf our first teamof horses,
| liked to ride horseback. One day
ag | was taking a horse to the pasture
with only a halter | decided to ride
the horse, It turned out to be a
race horse and | couldn't stop it, |
junped off just before we got to a
grove and ny head nearly struck a
tree, Wen | was working in Tol edo
| Went swimminglone noon with some
young men, The ereeld was high. | was
nearly drowied. | wentidown twi ce
before they pulled me out. | have
had my share of accidents,
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| ecould tell you about our vain at-
tempttd get a good well on our farm
in %gden Townshi p. We put down three
wel I's and struck sand.  The fourth
drilling was a success,

When | said that | had held SO many
offices in the Bethel UJEJ Church |
neglected to say that | had been the
janitor too -- many times.l

Many tinmes we did not get our mail in
Blissfield for two weeks, the roads
being too nuddy. The streets in Bliss
field were almost as bad as the coun-
try roads. We would start out in the
norning with a wagon while the roads
were frozen, Vhen roads thawed weoften
left the wagon by the roadside till

the next norning.

| have 21 grandchildren and 21 great-
grandchildren. 19 of the grandehildren
graduat ed from high school, Several
went to Normal school and became tea-
chers) We hope the great-grandchildren
will do even better.

"My latest sun is sinking fast,
My race is nearly run:

My strongest trials now are past,
My triunmph is begun.

0 cone, angel band, and bear ne
awy tony imortal hone."

November, 1939 G F, KNAPP

POSTSCRIPT B'Y E. C. KNAPP

We, the ohildren, are glad Father has
given such a fine Autobiography for
the children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren,  Within a nonth Lela
and Irenal may have a conplete |ist of
nanes, dates of hirth, etc. of all
the grandchildren and great-grandchil -
?Iren SO we oan mmeograph it for the
uture.

It was no easy task for Father in
his 89th year to wite so fully, It
is diffioult for us to realize how
nuch interesting history has been
made during his 90 years.

From 1850 to 1930, the United States
popul ation inoreased fromzs,191,87¢
tol22,775,04d 0r five-fold, The
State of Mchigan in the same period
increased from 397,654 to nearly five
million--4,842,32§ Or 12=-foldJ Cali-
1l ornia Whi oh was just getting under
way in 1850 inoreased In the sane
period from92,597 to 5,677,251 or
60-fold whil e t he Pacific Northwest
whi ch had not gotten under way by
1850, inoreased from 13,294 to nearly
three mllion == 2,962,214 or about
227 fold, Other states may show an
ever greater proportionate gain.
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Zachary Taylor was the 12th President.
#) D, Roosevelt is thd 32nd President.
Durin% Father's life the follow ng
have been in the Wite House:

TaylorFi | nOre, Piecree|Buchanan,
Li ncol n, Johnson, Grant ) Hayes| Gar-
field, Arthur, Ceveland, Harrison,
C evel and, MeKinley, TJ Roosevelt,
Taft, WIson, Harding, Coolidge,
Hoover and 7. DJ Roosevelt.

Fat her has seen the follow ng now
States enter the Union:

Cal i fornia, ¥innesota,Oregon, Kensas,
West Virginia, Nevada, Nebraska, Colo-
rado, Montana, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Washington, |daho, Wyoming,
Utah, Olklahoma | Ari zona 4 New Mexi co,

Perhaps the bi g%est surprise comes as
We checd upOn the inventions of the
past 90 years:

1851 ~ El ectri ¢ Locomotivel

1852 - Qtis Elevator with brakes
1861 - Gatling Machi ne Gun

1867 - Railway Bl ock Signals
1868 - The Typewriter

1868 - Refrigerator Car on R R
1868 - The Lawn Mower

1869 - West|n?house Air Brake
1875 - The Tel ephone

1877 - The Tal ki ng Ié/%chi ne

1877 = Electrie VI di ng

1878 « The Incandescent Li ght

1879 =~ The Arc LanEla

1880 ~ Knot-tying Harvester

1884 - The Waterman Fountain Pen
1884 ~ The Trolley Street Car

1888 - The Recordi ng Addi ng Machinel
1893 - Edison Mtion Picture Machine
1902 « The Radi o Tel ephone

1903 - Wi ght Bros, Aeropl ane

1911 « H%/dro- aer opl ane

1916 = The Depth Bonb,

The above were Anerican inventions.
There were many in Europe suchl as
dynam te by Nobell (who gives Nobel
Peace Awards), snokel ess powder,
Diesel oil notor, television, etel

During Father's lifetime there were
many unusual events such as Commodore
Perry openi n? up Japan in 1853, thus
Bracu cally Torcing Japan to cease to
e a hermt nation, The first Atlan-
tic cable in 1855 The first dpony
express between Californiaand Ms
souri in 1860, The Givil War, The
purchase of Alaska in 1867, Centen-
nial Exhibition in Philadelphia in
1876. President Garfield shot in
1881) Brookl yn Bridge opened in 1883,
Statue of Liberty unveiled in 1886,
Johnstown flood in 1889, Wrld's Fair
in Chicago in 1893 which Father at-
t ended.
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CoXie'S Army in 1894, The Dreyfus
affair in France, 1894-96, Mai ne
battleship blown up in 1898. 1901
Presi dent MKinley shot. 1903 the

I roquois Theater fire in Chicago.
1904 New York subway opened, 1906
San Francisco earthquake, 1912 the
Titanic sinks in Atlantic. 1913
Chio floods. 1914 Wrld \Wr begins.
1919 the Versailles Treaty, he
Vartine Prohibition Law becane
effective June 30, 1919, 1925 the
earthquake in Japan, 1927 Lindbergh
flies the Atlantic alone. 1933 the
"Bank Holiday" in the Depression.

Fat her has been frank inthis wite-up

but in his nmodesty he has not told

many things which we, his older children,
know very wel |,

Wel shal | never forget hismorning
worship in the home, W never dispensed
with Bible reading and prayer, even

t hough we had t he threshers.

For about 50 years Father has kept
his diary books, Mich history m ght
be gl eaned fromthemif we took the
trouble to make a careful study,

H s thoroughness on the farmw || not
be forgotten by his children, eO kept
his fences in repair and his machinery

in good condition.
77

Father's nane was George: that was the
namel Of his father and of his grand-
father. H's nother's maiden name was
Suzann Maiier. (The twins on Father's
lap in the picture -- see insert--are
Wed Susann and Louann. They are t he
grandchi [ dren of Burt Knapp, a twn,)

Not her's parent s wer e John Rot hf uss
and Rosina Kappler, nmarried i n Baden,
Germany, John and Sophia were born in
Baden, Rosa was born in Erie, Mch,

Her nother died soon after Rosa's birth
Her father then married Elisabeth Kap-
pler, a sister of Rosina. Born to them
were: Lona, Wlliam My, Charles and
George(twns) Clara and Frank. Three
of the ten are living: Charles, Cara
and Frank,

I hope that Unecld Charles who was born
February 15, 1861, will wite an autod
bi ogr aphy, giving the Rot hfuss baok-

ground, And | hope it will include an
aut obi ogrwﬁhy by his wife, Lavina
Thonpson who was onoe teacher in

t he Basor school . .The_qo*‘hi‘uss and
Thonpson famlies in Riga Township
wi |l make an interesting story.

Thanks to Enmery's wife, Irena, for the
data on page 24. Thanks to br ot her
Georﬁe for the fine picture of Father

on the insert.

Decenber 1, 1939 2 E. C KNAPP



BIRTHS, MARRI AGES AND DEATHS

CGeo. Fred Knapp = Born Dec. 11, 1849

tosa O] Knapp = = Born Dec,] 11, 1853
Married G F| Knapp, Jan, 30, 1873
Deceased Novenber 6, 1919

R el o il L L L L T ey ———

Williaml F Dorsl February 25, 1875
Deceased Apr|I 24, 1888

Ezra Ches] =~ Born Decenber 26, 1876
Married O ara L,Ewalt Sept,8,190§

Georgel L, = Born February 9, 1879
Married HMarian Fox Nov, 6, 1907

LelalJ. . Born Decenber 19, 1880
Married Orrin &,Powelll Jun, 21,1914

Ernest JJ] - Born Cct ober 28, 1882
Marri ed Mar gar et Thomed Apr,12,1004

Burton GJ - Born. Novenber 4, 1884
I-.-Earried Arlid Heckertl Mar,10,1909

Pear| ¢ = Born Novenber 4| 1884
Mar r':L( vd Grace Bowran Mar, 20, 1209

Edna ¢, - Born llay 31, 1886
2-.-L'a.r1‘i-3d Robert Loar June, 1909
Deceased Cctober 21, 1931

Luella L, = Born Novenber 21, 1891
Deceascd Septenber 27, 1916

Beul ah i) « Born Decerrber 6, 1895
Married Rov Wiley Oct] 28, 1916

Emery 5] = Dorx August 26, 1897
Verried Ironal Robertson Feb,17,1921

i e e Ll L b T e p—p—

(M neographed i n Knapp Bookstore &
Lettershop, Peyton Buil di ng, Spokane,
\shi ng: on, Dec. 1, 1939)
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THE 50 LIVING DESCENDENTS
OF

MR, AND MRSJ G. FJ/ KNAPH

MARRIED JANUARY 30, 1873

(GEORGE FRED KNAPP
Born Decenmber 11, 1849)

(ROSAC, Rothfuss KNAPP
Born Decenber 11, 1853
Di ed Novenber 6, 1919)

8 Children living

21 G andchildren

21 Great-grandchildren
See next pages



WILLIAM FJ = Born February] 25. 1875
(Died April 24, 1888)

EZRA cm ~ Born Decenber 26, 1876
Married Cl ara L,Ewalt,Sep,8, 1908
Addr ess Peytor| Bldg.Spokane,Wash,

CGEORCGE L] = Born February 9, 1879
Married Marian Fox, Nov) 6, 1907
Addr ess Milner Hotel,Detroit,Mich,

LELAlJ. = Born Decenber 19, 1.880
Married OrrinE.Powell,Jun, 21,1914
Address R chl and, Michigan|

ERNEST J. -~ Born Qct. 28, 1882
Marri ed Margaret Thomes,Apr,12,1905
Address Blissfield, Mieh]H® 1

BURTOM G - Born Novenber 4, 1884
Married Arlid Heckert,Mar,10,1909
Address Blissfield, Mich,,|R 2

PEARL ¢, - Born Novenber 4, 1884
Married G ace Bowman,Mar, 20, 1909

(Grace died May 24, 1923)
Address Blissfield, Mich )R 2

EDNA C, = Born iiay| 31, 1886

Yarried Robert Loar, June, 1909
(Edra died Cctober 21, 1931)
(Robert died Decenber 21, 1931)

LUELLA LJ = Born Novenber 21, 1891

(died Septenber 27, 1916)

BEULAH H) - Eorn Decenber &, 1895
Married Roy Wley, Octl) 28, 1916
Address 1015 Howard St, Apt. 306

Dear born, M chigan

EMERYl ©. - Born August 26, 1897
Marri ed Irenal Robertson,Feb,17,1921
Addr ess Blissfield, Mich)] R 1

ol

MR, AND MRS, GEORGE KNAPP

DJINLL,

MURIELl A, KNAPP « Born Aug, 21, 1908
Married Brooke 3] Watson
January 3, 1931
Suzarme 11 VAt SON = Born Jan.3) 1936
Thomas &, Vatson « Soryn lar,19,1038
Address 8206 - 34th Ave. Jackson
Hts, | Lorg Island, New York

LESLEY G KNAFH = Born March 26, 1911
Marri ed Wreathal Baker
Cct ober 10) 1934
Moncened Knapp = Born May 50, 1936
GeorggKnapp - Born June 13, 1937
Address Giswold Hotel, Detroit,

Michigan|

WINIFRED KNAPP « Born Dec) 26, 1912
larried Roy Johnston
Novenber 15) 1930
Garyl Johnston - Born Jan, 20, 1934
Addr ess 18677 Coyle Street
Detroit, Michigan]



MR, AND MRS. ERNEST KNAPH

HERBERT KNAPP - BornSept, 15, 1906

MARI E KNAFP ~ Born May 21, 1910
Married Roy Wilkinsonl
Jund 2, 1931
Bobbi e W kinson - Born Apr,] 25, 1932
Ruth Marie " < Born Sep. 15, 1933
Ronnie George " = Born Feb. 22, 1937
Address 2837 - 121st, Tol edo, Chid

CHARLES ¥1APH - Born Sept, 22, 1913
(Died January 5, 1917)

LUELLAl ¢, KNAPH
Bornl August 27, 1917
Address Blissfield, Mchigan

lav

HYLLIS MARGARET KNAPH
Born July 7, 1919
Address Flissfield,| Mchigan, H1

KEMNETH KNAPP - Born July 27, 1921
Address Blissfield, Mchigan, R 1

MRJ AND MRS. PEARL KNAPP

FLORENCE KNAPP < Born April 28, 1910
Married Cinton Ford
June 21, 1934
Roger Ford = Born Nov. 20, 1935
Richard Ford - Born Jan, 3, 1937
Address Berkey, Chio

ELVA KNAPP - Born Qatober 17 3911
Married Virgil Tripp
Novenber 1, 1930
Ellis Trip « Born July 7, 1931
Shirley Tripp = Born May 3, 1934
Address Berkey, Chio

GERTRUDE KNAPP - Born August 1, 1917
Married James Wotring,) Jr.
Cct ober 20, 1935
Beverly Wotring] = Born Oct, 18, 1936
Jimmy Jean "™ < Born Aug. 15, 1938
Address Blissfield, Mich] R H I

EARL KNAFF - Born February 12, 1914
Married Gol di a Cochrand
June 27, 1939
Address 17 Qui ok s5t,,Blissfield

CARL X1APH = Born December 12, 1915
Address Blissfield, Mich)R?2

VMARGARET KNAPP - Born Cctober 5, 1919
Addr ess Blissfield, lMich] R 2

5



M IR TR ey
MR AND MRS, BURT KNAPI

ARLENE KEAPH < Born July 25, 1911
Married Geor ge Varl Loocke
Marchl 10, 1936/
Susann VanLooske )Born January 12,
Louann Van Looclke ) 1934
Addresd Blissfield, Michigan R2

MRJ AND MRS, ROBERT LOAR

RUTH EJ LOAW - Born June 11, 1910
Married Led Brandtl
June 22, 1930
VirginiaBrandt - Born liay 24, 1931
Robdrtrivanay = Barn, G, s 1932
, 1934
[iddresd Azalia) M chigan

HARCLD o o LOAR = gse June 10, 1912
Address Adrian, liichigan|RF D
NATAXLIEiZ) Lo/ - Bord June 22, 1914

Biarried Robert Sibsonl
Februaryl 11, 1937
Ronal d 8ibsorl - Born April 4, 1938
Xddross Adrian, lichigan, RF D

MR. AND MRS. ROY WILEY (BEULAH)

LA SWILEY « Born September 16, 1917
Married Ted Schnei der
Sept enber 17, 1938
Frederick John Schnei der
el Born June 29, 1939
Address, Ann Arbor, M chigan
502 1, state street
HUGH WILEY ~ Born Septenmber 8, 1919
Marriled Betty Bieber
Sept ember 26, 1938

ROSE MARIE WILIY < Born Aug. 23, 1924
Addresd 1015 Howard St,, Apt, 306
Dear born, M chigan



NOTE ~ Tsuggest that during
1940 we send to Pearl Knapp,
R2, Blissfield, Mchigan,

i tens concerni ng t he Knapﬁ
Rot hfuss fam | i es so anot her
| eafl et or booklet oan appear
in Decenber, 1940,

The Librarian at Mnroe, lich,
wites Father as follows:

"We are ploased to add your i
bookl et to our Library, Your |
name appears in our aard cat-

al bg under Wonros Authors and |
Early Days in Monroe,"

The Librarian asked for another,
copy to be put in the Miseumof |
the Monroe County Historical -3
soci ety.

This shows that there is a call,
for biographical data.

For additional copies of
Father's Aut obi ography or of
this leaflet, wite to
EJd Cd Kna.l:pJ
Peyton| Building
Spokane,  Washington

Decenmber 26, 1939




