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A BRIEF AUTOBIOGRAFHY BY

G. F. KNAPPP

(Written  in his 89th Year)
-----

I was born December 11, 1849, in a
small log house near Monroe, Michigan,
on a farm which my father had bought
from the government two or three years
earlior, paying the big sum of $100
for the 80 acres or $1.25 per aore.

The year 1849 was the year of the gold
rush to California. Zaohary Taylor
was President. The 1650 census shows
that the United States had a popula-
tion of only 23,191,876 while Michigan
had only 397,654, There were only 30
stars on our United States flag. The
31st star was for California, admitted
in 1850.

I em writing this Autobiography for
grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
some of whom are school teachers and
are interested in early history. You
will be glad to know something about
my father who was born near Strass-
burg, Germany, and came to this oountry
in 1630 at the age of nine. Many times
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has he told me about his trip from
New York to Toledo, going by the Erie
Canal from Albany to Buffalo and then
by boat from Buffalo to Toledo as no
trains were running in this part of
the Country.

When he with his parents and four
brothers and sisters came to Michigan
which was not yet a State, the
lation of Michigan (1830 census

popu-
was

only 31,639. His parents bought a
small farm three miles Southwest of
Monroe. The Telegraph road now goes
across that property. Andrew Jack-
son was President then. He signed
the deed when farms were bought from
the government.

One of father's brothers became a
oarpenter; the other a tailor. My
father stayed on the small farm.
About 1846 father married a young
girl who had recently arrived from
Germany. They then built the small
log house I have mentioned,on that
80 acre farm.

There was  heavy timber on the place,
large oak trees, walnut, black and
white ash. There was not much sale
for wood in those days. Father would
cut four-foot wood and haul it to
Monroe with an ox team. He did all
his farm work with a yoke of oxen.
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You may wonder what kind of a school
I attended. The school house was l-2
miles away and stood almost in the
road, with no playground. In those
days we were not supposed to play
but to work. There were only four
small windows in that school house.
The little, olC: stove sat in the
middle of the room with two rows of
rough benches on each of the three
sides. The little kids sat on the
small front benches while the older
ones sat on the larger benches near
the wall. Our desks sloped up ---
against the wall so we faced the wall
when we wrote.

The teachers would board around with
parents who sent children to school.
Teachers also furnished the wood for
the school. It was not necessary for
a teacher to know much in those days.
The main thing was to know how to
handle a good big switch and to keep
order. Children didn't have to go
to school if they did not want to.

/ Wren I was seven or eight years old
1 father built another log house. It

was larger and the logs were hewed
, on both sidos, making a smooth wall

on each side. That house is still
standing, built about 83 years ago.

There was plenty of game in the woods.
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Deer, wild turkey and squirrels were
numerous, We had no hunting law then.
We could kill deer anytime, even in
the summer. We saw deer every day.

We saw many Indians. The squaws would
carry their kids on their backs, with
a shawl tied around them. In those
days Michigan was "out West".

There was a lot of chills, ague and
malaria. The country was not drained,
The mosquitoes were so thiok they
would almost eat us up.

When I was 14 years old my mother died.
Two years later father married again.
At this time there were four boys and
two girls in our family -- Jacob, my-
self, Katie, John, Charles and Lena.
By this marriage there were two more
girls -- Emma and Tillie. All of
them have passed on except me.

When I was 15 years old I was nearly
killed. Father had gotten rid of his
oxen and had bought a spirited team.
He didn't know much about horses and
they often ran away. Once when they
ran away I was thrown to the ground
and did not know anything for two hours,
It was quite a thrill, though danger-
ous, to ride after a team of horses.
 did not even dream of autos or

airplanes, We had no buggies, or
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bicycles, or telephones, or rural de-
livery of mail, or radios, or movies.
But do not think that young people did
not have good times in those days. We
did. We had dances. During the win-
ter we had danoes every week or two.
We would go in big sleighs. Some of
the dancers would bring booze and when
they tried to dance they oould not
keep time with the music.

Another group of young people would
have spelling schools. Two districts
would spell against each other.

We would also have singing schools. A
singing master would oome around and
organize a singing class, teaohing
them the notes -- do, re, mi, fa, SO,
la,si, do.

In the early fall we would have corn
husking bees in the moonlight. We'd
husk a few hours and then go to the
house and have a party with the girls.

When I was 19 years old I went to To-
ledo, Ohio, to work in a brick yard
in the summer and in a planing mill
in the winter. I did this for ho
years but did not like this kind of
work. I wanted to be a farmer. In
the winter of 187'2-71 I went back to
Monroe County to find work on a farm.
You may wonder how I happened to go
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from Monroe County to Lenawee County.
That is an interesting story, In to Blissfield but that 17 year old,
March, 1871, there was a Revival meet- Rosa Rothfuss, I fioon got a job in
ing in the Evangelical Church at Ida, the Blissfield neighborhood.
Michigan, near Monroe, A friend of
mine, Peter Scheurer, and I went. 'tie I shall never forget the sursmer of:
both were converted and we quit our 1871, That was the year Chioago had
sinful life, We quit going to dances its big fire. There was a terrible
and playing cards, We accepted our t drought in the fall in Michigan. All
Lord Josus as personal Saviour, Later the Eastern part of Ogden Township
Peter Scheurer became a minister in burned, including valuable timber, The
the Evangelical Church, smoke was so dense we couldn't see 10

rods ahead. This lasted a month. The
One Sunday afternoon, Peter Scheurer worst of it was that water was so very
and I drove over to Ida in a butter soaroe we had to haul  water day and
and we stspped at a home where we night from the river to keep the fire
were acquainted. We found some other under control and to keep the stock
people there -- strangers. Among them alive. We had no drilled wells. The
were two young sisters by the name of surface wells were entirely dry. The7
Rothfuss from Blissfield, One was 17 sun looked red, We all had sore eyest
years old, Her name was Rosa. From from the smoke.
the very start I liked her looks. She *

wanted to know where I lived and I About the last of Ootober we had a
told her. I told her I had been work- light shower one night, There was a
ing in Toledo for two years but was wonderful change in the morning. The
looking for a place on a farm, She sky was alear, It looked like a new
said, "'0 come to Blissfield, There world, Again we could see the houses
are big farmers there who hire several of the neighbors.
men," i The following winter the ma.n I was
About April 1, 1871, Jake Turner, a working for wont into the timber busi-
young man who already had a job, went t ness, About all the cottonwood trees
with me to Blissfield. OnSundayI had been killed by the fire, This man
met that Rothfuss girl again, It was bought lots of timber on Section 24,
not the big farmers who had drawn me Ogden Township. I drove a team for hi?

6 I worked for him also in the suttnner cfi



1872 and in the fall I bought from
him a team of my own -- horses and
harness -- for $3CO. That took nearly
all my money, I had already bought a
wagon and a pair of bobs. I had been
working for this man for a year and
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nine months, He was a horse jockey,
He had many horses, good and bad. I *
got a good team from him. He also had
mules, kicking mules, One day I was
unhitching a tug from a kicking mule.
He kicked my hat off my head. That
was a close oall.

In Ootober, 18'72, I took my team and
for the first time began to team for
myself, aMr, Hazzard hired me to haul
timber from the East County line near
Ottawa Lake, It was square timber,

t

ties for the railroad, and saw logs, /
?

Rosa C, Rothfuss and I had been plan-
ning on getting married early in
1873. She was born Deaember 11,1853,
Our birthdays were on same day but I
was four years older, v\ie were married
in her father's  house on January 30,
1873.

I finished my teaming the last of Maroh
and during the first-week in April, t
1873, Rosa and I moved onto a rented
farm in Riga Township, Adam Dreherts
farm. We did not have much to move.
Her father bought her some furniture

and also gave her a cow. I bought from
him another bow for c25. In those days
we aouldntt bq factory wagons, We
had to have them made by hand. I could
not wait for one to be made so Father
Rothfuss sold me his wagon and he had
another one made by Ford 8: Gilman in
Blissfield, Ye were happily settled
on our rented farm even though we had
little money,

For two years we worked that farm on
shares but we laid up only $100 be-
cause that farm had poor drainage, The
farm was then sold and we had to move.
Father Rothfuss then advised me not to
rent another farm but to buy a plaoe
of my own. He was vary much interested
in the welfare of his children ---
John, William, Charles, George, Frank,
Sophia, Rosa, ltlary, Lona and Clara.
There was a 40 aore farm for sale in
Ogden Township on Section 13, There
was a nioe new log house on it and
five of the 40 acres were ready for
the plow, The man who had owned it
had reoently died, One day in January,
1875, Father Rothfuss and I were in
Ben Miller's place on Depot Street in
Blissfield, talking about a deal for
these 40 acres when the fire-bell rang
and East Blissfield burned down, There
was no fire protection, The buildings
wero wooden. The fire jumped from
building to building until all of tho
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stores on the East side were destroyed,
It was a horrible sight to see the
town in ruin,

Very well do I remember one unfortunate
experience I had, hauling wood, It took
hard work to get the wood ready and it

Well, we made a deal on that 40 acre r wag a big job to haul wood over our
farm. Price $1000 - -  o r  $ 2 5  per aore. bad roads when the wheels went into
There was a mortgage on it for $500, : the mud to the hub and it was a job
bearing 10% interest, Mr, Miller was , for two horses to pull a buggy, I
the Administrator, The widow who owned + sold $7 worth of wood to a Dentist in
the place wbs his daughter-in-law, Blissficld. I piled it up nicely in

the front of his offioe, I went in to
I oouldntt get any money for less than
10% but everything olse was oheap, I
sold ear oorn for 186 a bushpI.
hogs wcro $3 por 100; Fat stc
to $4, I had only $100 to pj
I paid 10% on the $900,

get my money, He said he had none but
that I should come the next week, I
wont back ever so maw times but not

cnt did 1 ever oollect from him,
he has gone to his reward now
presume that where he is, they
burn ash wood to keep them warm.

Before we moved on the place
build a small stable for our
and our two horses -- all we
started in very poor but Ros:
good housekeeper and she knel
work. There was still a litt:
on the place but the best hat
taken off or burned off.

ke a living on my 40 acre farm,
ted other land and worked it in
ion to the five acres already
ed. Soon we had more than five
ready for the plow. While the
ire of 1071 hart burned down the
, it did not burn up the stumps.
who see the level land in Ogden

As I stated before, the 1871
nearly killed all of the grec
There was lots of hickory woe
tnre crut it into four-foot Wooc
hauled it to Adrian, v\r, got :
$5 per oord, There was good 1
timber whioh we out into 18~:
and hauled it to Blissfield.

do not realize what a big job
i getting rid of those stumps, It
fun to plow or cultivate or reap
bhere are big stumps with long
‘

g harvest time I worked out, Vie
few reapers in our Township but
If-binders. I followed the reaper
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and bound grain by hand, We cut some
grain with the old-fashioned cradle,
especially near the stumps, In the
winter I worked in the woods, outting
staves and heads for barrels.

'.
As fast as I aould we cleared up the ,t

i

40 acres. The timber we could not t
sell, we rolled together and burned,
I wish we had some of it now, Much
of the timber we split into rails, 1Ye
did not have Page's woven wire fence
in those early days but big rails.

About 1882, I bought the adjoining
40 on the East. I paid $25 per acre,
liost of it was cleared and fenced.
We noTf had 80 acres, the present 80,
I never aGdcd to the 80, I thought 9

that 80 acres well farmod was enough. *
*

But that year -- when I bought the
adjoining 40 -- was the worst we ever
had, The summer was cold and wet. 'rze
had a killing frost the first week in
June, freezing the corn that was up
and the rye, We had a frost on Sept.
7 that killed the later corn. There
was not a ripe ear of corn in the I
oountry.

,
That same fall one of our horses died -
one of my first team. I couldntt
raise my interest, I had to borrow
$100 from my sister to pay the interest.
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I bought another horse at an auction
sale and Father Rothfuss went on my
noto. In those days if you bought any-
thing at an auotion sale you had to
get a signer.

, We did not see many buggies in those
days, especially in the oountry. We
went with the big wagon and the two
%ork horses, When we-worked the team
during the week, the horses rested on
Sunday. Sunday was a real rest day,

FarYtunately,  taxes were low, I paid
$5 to $6 for taxes on my first 40, I
paid $15 to $18 on the entire 80,

Ry 1886 and 1887 we had our 80 aores
well uleared up and tiled, I was the
first man on this road to put in tile
and they soon paid for themselves. We
oould plow or oultivate soon after a
heavy rain beoauso the water would not
stand in the fields and ruin the crop,

In September, 1887, toward eveningoxne
a. cyclone which did much damage, Gur
corn rtas out and in the shock. That

*
t

cyclone scattered every shock. We
had more than 800 rods of rail fence,
Not one rod was left in place. Rails
were saattored far and near. Our cows
wore found half a mile East, We had
to build a fenoe around the barlvard
to keep the oows in that night,
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The next day we had a big job caring
for the orops and rebuilding fences,
We had a few trees standing but the
cyclone uprooted them, I had intended
using those trees for a new barn, Now
that the trees were down, we went to
work at once on the barn (36 X 50)
which was erected in the summer of
1888 l It has been of great service
during the past 50 years,

Af.%er we were married and had moved
to our rented farm in Riga Township,
Rosa and I joined the Evangelical
Churoh in Riga. After we moved to
this farm in 18'75, my wife and I had
our names transferred to the Beagle
Church, They elected me as Sunday

I School Superintendent, an office I
held until that church was closed,

Homeg before the barn was up, we had
a sad experience. On April 10, 1888,
our oldest son) Willie, took siok with
spinal meningitis and on April 24 he
passed on. iio was 33 years old, He
had been an unusually good student in
school,

In 1892, we built otlz" steer barn, Up
to this time we had been living in our
log house but we had been making plans
to build a new house. In IL895 we
erected the house in which we still
live. We had been a happy family in
the old log house, The new house was
much appreciated by the children --
Ezra, Georgo, Lela, Ernest, Edna, Burt
and Pearl (twins), Luella, Bolzlah and
Emery, as ~011 as by Rosa, w wife,
and myself. Kany happy times havo the

We then united with the Bethel United
Brethren Church. The Bethel Church
build- was erected in 1880. I have
held every offiae in iL thLl-b :: layman
can hold. I was Sunday School Super-
intendent, Class Leader, Trustee of
the Church, Parsonage Trustee, Mem-
ber of the Financial Board, Church
Treasurer, and for 12 years a Trustee
on the Miahigan Board of the North. Ohio Conference, Five or six times I
have boen an offioial delegate to
the Annual Conference. For many years
was a member of the School Board of
the Basor District and have served a
number of times on the jury in Adrian,
In my younger days I enjoyed that work
and I met some fine people from other
parts of the County.

.children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren had in this house in
the past 44 years, May it stand for
many years to aome!

.* For many years we have taken the Bliss-
field Advance and the Adrian Daily
Telegram, the paper that fearlessly
fought the liquor traffic, For
years we have read the Christian
Conservator of the F: B. Church,
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On August 27, 1919, at midnight, my
dear wife, Rosa, had a s%roke. For tOll gate and it oost us one oent a
10 long weeks she suffered. On Novem- mile to travel on that road*
ber 6, she passed on to her eternal
home. Two of our daughters have also I have already written too muoh but
gone to their heavenly home -Edna there are many more things I might
and Luella, I am still waiting for tell, I remember the hard times dur-
the Lord to take me home. a ing and following the Civil War when

we had paper money -- notonly $1 and
I am i.n my 89th year and if I live 85 bills but 5$, lO$, 25$, known as
until December 11, 1939, 1 shall be "shin plaster," I was 15 years old
90 years old. I amwritingthis in when Lincoln was shot,
Bovcmber, 1939, so the ohifdren,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren When we took butter and eggs to the
(about 50) will know a little about the store we did not get oash, We got
early struggles of Rosa and myself in groceries in trade. Butter which
try% to make this a better world. was 8p! a pound would bring 9$ in

trade, My mother would walk eight
I am still living on that old 80 acre miles to Monroe oarrying two baskets
farm a half mile West of the Bethel of eggs and one of butter. The third
briok church, with my youngest Son, basket she aarried on her head.
Emery, and his good wife, Irena.

When we go% our first team of horses,
The young people today oan hardly I liked to ride horseback. One day
realize what great changes have taken 85 I was taking a horse to the pasture
place in just one life-time, If for with only a halter I decided to ride
just one day we had to go without OW the horse, It turned out to be a
modern conveniences we would begin to raoe horse and I couldn't stop it, I
appreciate what the early days meant, jumped off just before we got to a

grove and my head nearly struck a
We had tallow candles and then the . tree, When I was working in Toledo
kerosene lamp. Now we have the eleo- I Went swimming one noon with some
tric light. We now have fine auto young men, The oreek was high. I was
highways, The road from Toledo to nearly drowned. I wexrk down twice
Monroe was a plank road. There was a before they pulled me out. I have

16 had my share of accidents,
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I oould. tell you about our vain at- POSTSCRIPT B Y  E. C. KNAPP
tempt to get a good well on our farm
in Ogden Township. 1% put down three
wells and struck sand. The fourth We, the ohildren, are glad Father has
drilling was a SUOC~SS. given such a fine Autobiography for

the children, grandchildren and great-
When I said that I had held SO many * grandchildren, 'E-thin a month Lela
offices in the Bethel U* B. Church I and Irena may have a complete list of
neglected to say that I had been the names, dates of birth, etc. of all
janitor too -- many ti.EieS. the grandchildren and great-grandchil-

dren so we oan mimeograph it for the
Many times we did not get our mail in future.
Blissfield for two weeks, the roads
being too muddy. The streets in Bliss- It was no easy task for Father in
field were almost as bad as the coun- his 89th year to write so fully, It
try roads. We would start out in the is diffioult for us to realize how
morning with a wagon while the roads much interesting history has been
were frozen, Rhen roads thawed we often made during his 90 years.
left the wagon by the roadside till
the next morning. prom 1850 to 1930, the United States

population inoreased from 23,191,876
I have 21 grandchildren and 21 great- to 122,775,046 or five-fold, The
grandchildren. 19 of the grandohildren State of Michigan in the same period
graduated from high school, Several increased  from 397,654 to nearly five
went to Normal school and beoame tea- million--4,842,325 or 12-fold, Cali-
chers. We hope the great-grandchildren f ornia whioh was just getting under
will do even better. way in 1850 inoreased in the same

"My latest sun is sinking fast,
period from 92,597 to 5,677,251  or

My race is nearly run:
60-fold while the Pacific Northwest

My strongest trials now are past, which had not gotten under way by

My triumph is begun. 
1850, inoreased from 13,294 to nearly
three million

0 come, angel band, and bear me -1 2,962,214 or about
227 fold, Other states may show anaway  to my immortal home." ever greater proportionate gain.

November, 1939 -  G. F, KNAPP 19-A



Zachary Taylor was the 12th President. 1877 - Eleotrio Welding
F, D, Roosevelt is Mm 32nd President. 1878 - The Incandescent Light
During Father's life the following 1879 - The Arc Lamp
have been in the White %XW?: 1880 - Knot-tying Harvester

1884 - The Waterman Fountain Pen
Taylor, Fillmore, Picrao, Buchanan, 1884 - The Trolley Street Car
Lincoln, Johnson, Grant, fiaycs, Gar- _ 1888 - The Recording Adding Maohine
field, Arthur, Cleveland, Harrison, 1893 - Edison Motion Picture Machine
Cleveland, M&Kinloy,  T, Roosevelt, 1902 I* The Radio Telephone
Taft, Wilson, Harding, Coolidge, 1903 - Wright Bras, Aeroplane
Hoover and F. D+ Roosevelt. 1911 - Hydro-aeroplane

1916 - The Depth Bomb,
Father has seen the following now
States enter the Union: The above were American inventions.

There were many in Europe euoh as
California, Xqinnesota,  Oregon, Kansas, dynamite by NoSel (who gives Nobel
West Virginia, Nevada, Nebraska, Cola- Peace Awards), smokeless powder,
rado, Montana, North Dakota, South Diesel oil motor, television, etc.
Dakota, Washington, Idaho, Wyoming,
U&h, Oklahoma, Arizona & New Mexico, During Father's lifetime there were

many unusual events such as Commodore
Perhaps the biggest surprise oomes as Perry opening up Japan in 1853, thus
we check up on the inventions of the practically forcing Japan to cease to
past 90 years: be a hermit nation, The first Atlan-

tic cable in 1855 The first pony
1851 - Electric Looomotive express between California and Mis-
1852 - Otis Elevator with brakes souri in 1860, The Civil War, The
1861 - Gatling Machine Gun purchase of Alaska in 1867, Centen-
1867 - Railway Block Signals nial Exhibition in Philadelphia in
1868 - The Typewriter 1876. President Garfield shot in
1868 - Refrigerator Car on R  R 1881, Brooklyn Bridge opened in 1883,
1868 - The Lawn Mower Statue of Liberty unveiled in 1886,
1869 - Westinghouse Air Brake Johnstown  flood in 1889, World's Fair
1875 - The Telephone in Chicago in 1893 which Father at-
1877 - The Talking Machine tended.
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Father's name was George: that was the
COXie'S Army in 1894, The Dreyfus
affair in France, 1894-96, Maine

naxne of his father and of his grand-
father. His mother's maiden name was

battleship blown up in 1898. 1901 Suzann Maier. (The twins on Father's
President McKinley shot. 1903 the lap in the picture -- see insert--are
Iroquois Theater fire in Chicago.
1904 New York subway opened, 1906

Wed Susann and Louann. They are the

San Francisco earthquake, 1912 the
grandchildren of Burt Knapp, a twin,)

Titanic sinks in Atlantic. 1913 Nother's parents were John Rothfuss
Ohio floods. 1914 World War begins.
1919 the Versailles Treaty,

and Rosina Kappler, married in Baden,
The Germany, John and Sophia were born in

Wartime Prohibition Law became Baden, Rosa was born  in Erie, Mich,
effective June 30, 1919, 1925 the Her mother died soon after Rosa's birth
earthquake in Japan, 1927 Lindbergh Her father then married Elisabeth Kap-
flies the Atlantic alone. 1933 the pler, a sister of Rosina. Born to them
"Bank Holiday" in the Depression. were: Lona, William,  Mary, Charles and

George (twins), Clara and Frank. Three
Father has been frank in this write-up of the ten are living: Charles, Clara
but in his modesty he has not told and Frank,
many things which  we, his older children,
know very well, 1 hope that Uncle Charles who was born

February 16, 1861, will write an auto-
We shall never forget his morning biography, giving the Rothfuss baok-
worship in the home, We never dispensed ground, And I hope it will include an
with Bible reading and prayer, even autobiography by his wife, Lavina
though we had the threshers. Thompson who was onoe my teacher in

the Basor school. The Rothfuss and
For about 50 years Father  has kept Thompson families in Riga Township
his diary  books, Much history might will make an interesting story.
be gleaned from them if we took the
trouble to make a careful study, Thanks to Emery's wife, Irena, for the

data on page 24. Thanks to my brother
His thoroughness on the farm will not George for the fine picture of Father
be forgotten by his children, eO kept on the insert.
his fences in repair and his machinery December 1, 1939in good condition. E.  C. KNAPP
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BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES   AND   DEATHS

Geo. Fred Knapp - Born Dec. 11, 1849
Rosa C, Knapp - - Born Dec. 11, 1853
&wried G. F, Knapp, Jan, 30, 1873
Deceased Howmber 6, 1919

..Irl..L-..--I-u~-LYu-------L
ViillinH: F, - Corir February 25, 1875
Deceased April 24, 1888

Ezra Chas, - Born December 26, 1876
Xarriod Clara L,Etvalt Sept,8,1908

George L, - Born February.9, 1872
Married Marian Fox Nov. 6, 1907

Lela J. . Sorn December 19, 1880
Married Orrin E.Powell Jun,21,1918

Ernest J. - Born October 28, 1882
Married Margaret Thomcs Apr.l2,1905

Burton G, - Born. November 4, 1884
Xarried Arlie Heckert Xar,10,1909

Pearl C, - Born November 4, 1884
&Iarricd Grace Bowman Mar, 20, 1909

Edna C, - Born ?Iay 31, 1886
lillarried Robert Loar June, 1909
Deceased October 21, 1931

Luella L, - Born November 21, 1891
Deceased September 27, 1916

Beulah i-i, .. Born December 6, 1895
ihrricd ROY Viley Oct. 28, 1916

Emery E, - I:orn A~ust 26, 1897
Xarried Irana Robertson Fob,17,1921

(Mimeographed  in Knapp Bookstore &
Lettershop, Peyton Building, Spokane,
Washing:on,  Dec. 1, 1939)
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DEC- -- 1939

THE 50 L~I~~D~~~E~S

OF

MR. AND URS. c, F, KNAPP

WARRIED JANUARY 30, 1873

(GEORGE FRED KNAPP
Born December 11, 1849)

(ROSA   C, Rothfuss  KNAPP
Born December 11, 1853
Died November 6, 1919)

8 Children living
21 Grandchildren
21 Great-grandchildren

See next pages
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wILLIN F, - Born Februarv 25. 1875 I -1.. -5.Y I"1

(Died April 24, 18188) -
EZRA cm, - Born December 26, 1876

NURIEL A, KNAPP - Born Aug. 21, 1908

garried Clara L.Ewalt,Sep,B, 1908
Married Brooke B, Watson

Address Peyton Bldg,Spokane,%sh.
January 3, 1931

GEORGE L, - Born February 9, 1879
Suzanne,;:. Watson
Thomas B, Watson

m Born Jan.3, 1936

Married Xarian Fox, NOV. 6, 1907
t - Born Xar,19,1938

Address Milner Hotel,Detroit,Xich, '
Address 8206 - 34th Ave. Jackson

LEU J. - Born December 19, I.880 0 ms., Lore Island, New York

Married Orrin E .Powell,Jun,21,1918
Address Richland, Xiohigan

ERNEST J. ti Born Oct. 28, 1882
LESLEY G, KNAPP - Born March 26, 1911

Married Margaret Thomes,Apr,12,1905
Married '&-e&ha Baker

Address Blissfield, Mich, R 1
October lo, 1934

BURT011 G, - Born November 4, 1884
Monoens Knapp
George Knapp

- Born May 30, 1936

Xarried Arlie Heckert&ar,10,1909
- Born June 13, 1937

Address Blissfield, Mich., R 2
Address Griswold Hotel, Detroit,

PEARL c, - Born November 4, 1884
Iviichigan

Married Grace Bowman,Mar.ZO, 1909
(Grace died May 24, 1923)

WfNIFRED KNAPP - Born Dec. 26, 1912

Address Blissfield, ?&oh. R 2
k!arried Roy Johnston

ED?: C - Born llay 31, 1886
November 15, 1930

Married Robert Loar, June, 1909
'Gary Johnston

I
- Born Jan, 20, 1934

(Edra died October 21, 1931)
Address 18677 Coyle Street

(Robert died December 21, 1931)
Detroit, LIichigan

LU.EM L, L Born November 21, 1891 !
(died September 27, 1916)

BEULAH H, - Eorn December 6, 1895
Married Roy Wiley, Oct. 28, 1916

c

Address 1015 Howard St, Apt. 306
Dearborn, Michigan

EWRY E, - Born August 26, 1897 ;.
Married Irena Robertson,Feb,l7,1921 I
Address Blissfield, Mioh, R 1 :.

I
n , 3



MR. AND ms. PEARL KNAPP

FLORENCE KNAPP - Born April 28, 1910
Married Clinton Ford

June 211 1934
Roger Ford - Born Nov. 20, 1935

f Richard Ford - Born Jan, 3, 1937
,
I

Address Berkey, Ohio

ELVA KNAPP - Born Oatober lc, 3911
Married Virgil Tripp

November 1, 1930

MR, AND MRS. %RNEST KNAPP

HERBERT KNAPP - Born Sept, 15, 1906

MARIE KNAFP c Born 51ay 21, 1910
Married Roy Wlkinson

&me 2, 1931
Bobbie Wilkinson - Born Apr. 25, 1932
Ruth Marie '
Ronnie George '

- Born Sep. 15, 1933
- Born Feb. 22, 1937

Address 2837 - 121st, Toledo, Ohio

CHARLES KXAPP .. Born Sept, 22, 1913
(Died January 5, 1917)

Ellis Trip L
Shirley Tripp

Born July 7, 1931
- Born May 3, 1934

Address Berkey, Ohio

LUELLA c, KKAPP
nom August 27, 1917

Address Blissfield, Michigan

FHYLLIS MARGARET KHAPP
Born July 7, 1919

Address Blissfield, Michigan, R 1

GERTRUDE KNAPP - Born AugusL 1, I.917
%rri.ed James Wotring, Jr.

October 20, 1935
Beverly Vriatring - Born Oct. 18, 1936
Jimmy Jean " - Born Aug. 15, 1938
Address Blissfield, Mich, R F D

EARL KWPP - Born February 12, 1914
kkwried Goldia Co&pane

KENNETEI KNAPP - Born July 27, 1921
Address Blissfield, Michigan, R 1

"E
June 27, 1939

4
Address 17 Quiok St,,Blissf'ield

I CARL KHAPP - Earn December 12, 1915
Address Blissfield, Mich. R 2

b%RGARET KNAPP - Born October 5, 1919
Address Blissfield, Mich, R 2

4 5



ARLEEE Kl;izPP - Born July 25, 1911
Xarried George Vau! Loocke

Liarch 19, X936.
S~smn Van Loocke)Born January 12,
Louann Van Looc&) 19313
Address Blissfield, Kichigan R 2

URR. ATLiD MRS , ROBERT EC&R

RUTIi E, LOAR - Born June 11, 1910
iiarricd 1.00 Erandt

LOIS WILEY - Born September 16, 1917
Married Ted Schneider

September 17, 1938
Frederick John Schneider

4 Born June 29, 1939
Address, Ann Arbor, Michigan

502 x2, state street
HUGH mLEY - Born September 8, 1919

.ed Betty Biebor
September 26, 1938

Mwri

June 22, 1930
Virginia Ersndt - Born iby 24, 1931 DflQP Inn
Leda 3ran:t - Born Oct. 9, 1932Robert brand-i; *aUUI. -2,- B o r n  &3lLIG,

A 1934
Udrcss Bzalia, Michigan

Abvuu ,tYJiIE WILEY - Born Aug. 23, 192E
,baa-*ss 1015 Howard St,, Apt, 306

Dearborn, Michigan

HARCiD R l LOi& .a B o r n  J u n e  1 0 ,  1 9 1 2
Address Adrian, X.chigan,  R F D

NATAXLIE ;:, LOZ? - Fern June 22, 1914
Biarried Robert Sibson

Fobruar:r 11, 1937
Ronald Sibson - Born April 4, 1938
Xddross Adrian, Liiahigan, R F D
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NOTE - I suggest  that during
1940 we send to Pearl Knapp,
R 2, Blissfield, Michigan,
items concerning the Knapp-
Rothfuss families so another
leaflet or booklet oan appear
in December, 1940,

The Librarian at Monroe, Uch,
writes Father as follows:

"We are ploased to add your i
booklet to our Library, Your ~
name appears in our aard cat-
albg under Monroe Authors and /
Early Days in Monroe," /

The Librarian asked for another,
copy to be put in the Museum of
the Monroe County Historical
society.

This shows that there is a call,
for biographical data.

For additional copies of
Father's Autobiography or of
this leaflet, write to

E, C, Knayp,
Peytcn Buil&ng
Spokane, Washington

December 26, 26, 1939

8


