1962 Letter from USAF Communications Officer 2Lt. Henry Strobel a few days after the start of his first oversees
military assignment (Prestwick, Scotland) :

Dear Mom, Dad, and Carol,

Y ou probably haven't got my last letter yet. | sent it British Post, asthey said it would be faster. Today isa
legal holiday, (thank goodness) and tomorrow isa Church Holiday. Will probably get to Church though OK.

Guess Paul will be leaving soon. Cool and pleasant here. Only one little drizzle so far. But they say "Just
wait."

The BOQ is OK but will try to find a "flat" soon, asthereisvery little room with only this half of aroom.
It costs $15 a month, but | get no quarters allowances. Rent is very high here for poor housing, but | will find
something soon. May as well use my quartersallowance.

I’ve got more jobs and responsibilities than | know what to do with. But I’'m sure | can handleit. | am:
Chief of Maintenance, Unit Supply Officer, Adjutant, Personnel Off., Ration Off., Alternate Crypto Security Off.,
Custodian, Courier, etc. Have a nice bowling alley here, so will gart that again.

Really very pretty here. Lots of rhododendrons in bloom. Whole country (what I’ ve seen so far) lookslike
agolf course. As| look out the window | seethe Off. Club grounds, arolling hill with rhododendrons, Ayrshire
cattle, alittle farm, and some scraggly looking sheep.

Going to eat at Major Marbl€' s this evening. Heis real nice.

Prestwick-Ayr isa pretty large town. Hundreds of quaint looking, very old shops. Everything, including
bars, closes at 9:30. Sun goes down at 10:00. Rather peaceful around here. People very friendly. They talk to every
American they see.

Have avery good bunch of NCOs working for me. Mantain TACAN, UHF and mobile radio. Havea
Civilian Scot technician, who is a very sharp old audio man and a nice fellow. Firgt Sgt. is an old soldier type
M/Sgt. who won't be here long. Have met and will coordinate with a number of Canadian and British military
people and civilian types.

| have had very little time to myself yet, and will not take over in full until next week probably, so thereis
agreat deal to learn.

Bus service isexcellent. Also train service much better and cheaper than in the states.

Just about used to the money system. Keep American change in one pocket for on base. And sterling in
other pocket for everything else.

Have my checksor pay sent directly to Clydesdale and North of Scotland Bank. LTD, and can write checks
in dollars or pounds. One £ is worth $2.80. Bank is on base here with Post Office.

May try later to get into an evening class, once aweek or so in the University of Glasgow 35 mi. away.
Will take a Maryland course in economicsif | have time. Also may teach electronicsif | have time, as part of OJT
for my men.

Mother, I'm going to ask afavor of you. | will have very little time to write |etters to everybody. | wish
you would type a copy of this letter and have it rotated and have it rotated among the interested partiesand it'll help
me alot.

Thanks to you all for the wonderful vist. Hope you are feeling OK. Wish you were coal like me.

Thanks to John D. for the package and the letter. Congratsto Mike and Janie.

The very best to the Beavins, Frances, Ritaand Levinus, Ann and Mike. Best to Carol, my darling baby
Sister.

After you finish reading this, | wish you would send it in the enclosed enve ope to John D., as | have not
yet answered hisletter.

Love,

Hank
P.S. Job not really as bad asit sounds. Many of the duties are just names and require attention only periodically.
But | know Paul can appreciate the fact that | have some problems. Good luck Paul, and take it easy. Please write
from Chanute.

Hank

Lt. Henry A. Strobel, Jr.
2176 Comm. Sg., Box 406
APO 202, NEW YORK, N. Y.






