
Peter Martin HERMENS
St Boniface Catholic (Sublimity) Cemetery

Marion County, Oregon

Apr 15, 1873 Lawrence, Marquette, Wisconsin
Dec 15, 1915 Sublimity

son of William Hermens & Catherine Natalia Muelemans

From The Centennial History of Oregon, 1811-1912, Volume 3 By Joseph Gaston, page 256:

P. M. HERMENS, who is manager of a creamery at Sublimity, was born in Brown county, Wisconsin, 
April 15, 1873. the son of William and Natalia (Meulmans) Hermens the father a native of Holland and 
the mother of Belgium. The father came to the United States, locating in Wisconsin, and remained 
there until 1884, when he went to Oregon, settling in Washington county. where he still lives. The 
mother died in 1911 and they had celebrated their golden wedding anniversary just ten days before 
her death. They were the parents of thirteen children; Rosalia, the wife of John Bernards of 
McMinnville, Oregon; Antone, of Forest Grove, Oregon; Lewis and Cornelius, both residents of 
McMinnville: Cornelia, the wife of John Peters, of Forest Grove; Willie, deceased; P. M., of this review; 
Constance, the wife of John Van Dyke, of Forest Grove; Pauline, the wife of Peter Kreiger, of 
McMinnville; Adelia, who is Sister Juliana in St. Mary's convent at Beaverton, Oregon; Nellie, 
deceased; and two children who died in infancy. 

P.M. Hermens was educated in the common schools in Wisconsin and Oregon and remained at home 
helping on the home farm until twenty-two years of age. He then went to Washington county, Oregon, 
where he was employed in farming for three years, subsequent to which he was in a creamery at 
Verboort, after which he came to Sublimity, where he has been connected with the creamery business 
ever since. He built the first creamery in this locality, erecting the plant and installing the machinery 
and general equipment, but he later sold the establishment to the Hazelwood Creamery Company of 
Portland and the same plant is now used by the Purity Creamery company and Mr. Hermens operates 
it for them. He has also been engaged in freighting and in the livery business in Sublimity, having a 
barn on his home lot, which lot is two hundred feet square. 

In 1895 Mr. Hermens was united in marriage to Miss Antoinette Vandervelden and they have become 
the parents of eight children; Angeline, William, Katie, Adrian, Mary and Agnes, all at home; and Katie 
and Genevieve, deceased. ln politics Mr. Hermens is a democrat and he has fllled some of the town 
offices. Both he and his wife are members of the Catholic church and they are held in the highest 
regard by all the residents of Sublimity.

(See next page for Richard Hermens' obituary)




