
Two Visitors and Some Steinkamps

Notes by Henry Strobel, early morning, Jan 28, 2014

I remember Bill Steinkamp of Sublimity coming to the founding meeting of St. Boniface Archives on 
Feb. 27, 2006. (also his last meeting because of a recurring schedule conflict.)

Now I see in the Archives Record for December 28, 2010 that:

"Catherine Steinkamp Busch's grandson, Greg, came in briefly, to leave a file of Steinkamp family 
history for the archives. Thank you, Greg!"

I'm going to look that up this morning in the Archives!

My wife Susan said that Catherine Steinkamp Busch played the organ in St. Boniface church when we
arrived here 29 years ago in 1985.

Now I'm coming to the point. Yesterday I had a special visit from two Sisters of the Holy Names at 
Marylhurst, Oregon. One brought back old memories - the other started new ones. Both are elderly. 
Both are gems.

One was - Sister Helen Sandoz, whom I had not seen for some twenty years, when she and her 
brother Bernard bought violins and violas in my violin shop. She has taught strings and performed in 
the Marylhurst University Orchestra for many years. She traveled to Japan to study the Suzuki method
of teaching very young students. She arrived here today with seven instruments for repair.

The other was - Sister Mary Julia Steinkamp, of whom I knew nothing until she telephoned, is a noted
author and sculptor. Susan thoroughly enjoyed talking a couple of hours with this inspiring lady while I 
fiddled with the fiddles. She also bought each of her eight published books. Here is a sample 
Amazon.com listing:

“One Who Stayed. Religious Life Paperback – January 1, 2004  by SNJM Sister Mary J. Steinkamp 
(Author) 96 pages. Sister Mary has written River of Life, Short Meditations for Busy People & The Bear, 
the Rug, and the Echo Tree and some ninety six articles. She has taught elementary school for 46 years 
and 6 years in geriatric nursing. Published in Canada.”

That book is the one I read last night. It's her story of growing up through high school, a year of 
college, and her life as a sister. Good touch of humor too. Her brother Bill also figures.

I've been reading Catherine Steinkamp Busch's Steinkamp Family History,  and am swamped in 
Steinkamps, so am reproducing her text below only as far as her own history page. (For more, please 
contact The Archives & Museum.)

–--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Steinkamp Family lndex 

Wilhelm Heinrich Steinkamp 1858 - 1932 
Julia (Ern) Steinkamp 1856 - 1946 

William and Julia’s family 
Henry Steinkamp 1885-1970 
(1) Anne (Martini) Steinkamp 



(2) Marie (Walsh) Steinkamp 

Adolph Felix Steinkamp 1894 -1994 
Veronica (Fronie) (Martini) Steinkamp 

Leo Joseph Steinkamp 
Ruth Renfro Wilcox 
George Wenzel Steinkamp 
Elaine Catherine Schmidt 

William lgnatius Steinkamp 
Doneva Agnes Fery 

Mary Julia Steinkamp 

Henry Vincent Steinkamp 
Joan Darlene Kleczynski 

Zita Gertrude Steinkamp
 
Anthony Joseph Steinkamp 1896-1948 
(Umbelina) Lena Genevieve (Pereira) Steinkamp 1911- 1999? 

Catherine Marie Steinkamp Busch 
George Robert "Bob" Grant Busch 

Agnes Anne Steinkamp Hall 
Walter E. Hall, Jr. 

Joseph William Steinkamp 
Laura Mae Rice Steinkamp 

Frances Eileen Steinkamp Anderson 
(1) Darwin G Anderson 
(2) (Slim) Gilliland

Eleanor Alice Steinkamp Carleton 
Robert Richard Carleton 

Joseph William Steinkamp 1899 – 1919

Steinkamp Family

The Steinkamp family had its origins in Germany. Heinrich Wilhelm (William Henry 
per Felix’s birth certificate) Steinkamp was born on a farm at Hardenstetten, Laer, 
Osnabruck, Hannover, Germany on 23 January,1858. 

He came to Missouri in 1882 to join cousins who were already in America. We do not 
know what places he worked until he worked on the Jordan Busch farm which lay 
northwest of Washington (in Franklin County), Missouri. Washington lies high above 
the south bank of the Missouri River He met Julia Ern, who worked in the milk house 
on the same farm. 

Julia Ern was born 22 December,1856 in the small village of Holzerhof, Solingen, 
Germany. As a young lady, she worked in a munitions factory, perhaps Krupp’s steel 



factory, in Essen. She immigrated to St. Louis, Missouri, where her brother lived. She 
did sewing in her sister-in-law’s business but found the work too hard on her eyes. 
Julia then traveled northwest of Washington, Missouri, to work as a milkmaid on the 
Jordan Busch farm.
 
William and Julia were married 21 January, 1885 at the Catholic Church on a bluff 
overlooking the Missouri River in Washington, Missouri.

The young couple had read glowing reports of the rich farm land near Argenta, 
Arkansas (now a part of North Little Rock, ARK.). However, they encountered many 
problems. Their first son, Henry, was born July 28,1885. Three more sons were born in 
Arkansas. Anthony Ulrich was born 18 January, 1888 and died in August, 1890. 
Felix Stanislaus was born 12 September, 1890 and died 6 October,1893. Adolph 
Felix was born February 6, 1894. Only Henry and Felix survived childhood diseases. 

ln later years, Henry told of some of the hardships the family endured in Arkansas. 
First, there was a problem with cockroaches living in their rustic home. Julia spread 
kerosene on the walls and cracks and lit it, thus killing the bugs. It seems a wonder the 
entire home didn’t burn down. 

With poor crops, there was never enough to eat. Henry often visited a neighbor who 
had hard boiled eggs. The neighbor had stored them in a barrel of sawdust in the 
spring when the chickens laid more eggs than the family could eat. That way there were 
eggs to eat when the chickens were not laying. The neighbor would give young Henry 
some of the eggs with black looking yolk, saving him from some of the hunger his family 
endured. 

Looking for a better life, William brought Henry (about 9 years old) with him to the 
Portland, Oregon area to find a place to live, look for work and find fertile land to buy. 
Julia stayed in Arkansas with newborn Felix until he was strong enough to take a train 
to Oregon. William liked a place at Portland on the Colombia River (believed to be in 
the Vanport area). However, when Julia saw the land, she immediately protested.

Henry William Steinkamp 

Henry, was born July 28,1885 near Argenta, Arkansas. Henry, being the oldest,was 
the first to leave school and to work. He worked in various logging camps. Work was 
plentiful and he was able to find work from California to Canada. lf work ran out at one 
place, he moved on to another. Or if he did not like the boss or the cook, he just moved 
to another camp. 

He was working in Northern California when the 1907 earthquake hit San Francisco. 
He and his work partners were riding the train to the work site so did not actually feel 
the quake. They learned about the quake when they arrived at the work site. 

Henry was falling trees on Vancouver Island with an inexperienced partner when a tree 
crushed his right leg. The leg was amputated above his knee. He spent about a year 
in the hospital at Courtenay in the Comox Valley of Vancouver Island, Canada. Henry 
had many kind things to say about his care while there. 

With the loss of his leg and lack of education, Henry realized his work opportunities 
were limited. Even though quite older than the other students, he returned to St. 
Boniface School and finished his education. He found a job with Bland Spear in 



Aumsville delivering groceries. He also became an insurance salesman for what is now 
Sublimity Insurance Company and for Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company. During 
hop season, he picked hops near Independence. His brother Tony farmed Henry’s 
acreage. 

Henry married Anna C. Martini on 4 November,1907 in Bellingham, Washington. Anna 
had been born 15 June, 1889 in Laurel, Washington. They made their home in a 
house just up the road from his parents. Anna became ill so her sister Veronica came 
from Bellingham, WA  to help with her care. Anna died 27 October, 1923 in Salem, 
Oregon and is buried in St. Boniface Cemetery. 

Henry wrote to and then drove to Evansville, Indiana, where he married Marie Walsh 
Gerkensmeier 5 November, 1924 in her home town. Mamie was born 2 November, 
1896. She had previously been married a short time but her husband had passed 
away. Mamie worked in the local crops in season. She was delighted when her nieces 
and nephews visited. She often gave them fruit and vegetables from her garden. One 
item she shared with us was garlic, which our mother did not appreciate when we 
arrived home. When our pets died and we buried them with proper ceremony, Aunt 
Mamie graciously gave us flowers from her garden to add to the wild flowers we had 
gathered. Mamie had a bout with tuberculosis and developed diabetes. She died in 
Stayton Memorial Hospital on 20 November, 1968. She is buried in St. Boniface 
Cemetery. 

Henry continued to live in his home until he passed away on 6 January,1970 in Salem, 
Oregon. He lies next to Mamie in St. Boniface Cemetery.

Adolph Felix Steinkamp

Felix was born to Julia and William Steinkamp on February 6, 1894 at home near
Argenta, Arkansas. His mother brought him to Oregon when he was six months old.
He grew up on the family farm and attended St. Boniface School until he was old
enough to work away from home. His first job was working at Ditters General Store.
He served in the army in World War I and suffered from mustard gas while serving in
France.

Felix married Veronica Theresa Martini on January 14, 1924 in Bellingham, WA. He
purchased a farm southeast of Gervais, OR. He raised onions and mint, grain and hay.
The couple had six children:

Leo Joseph Steinkamp was born February 28, 1926 and married Ruth Renfro Wilcox
August 15, 1952. Ruth preceded Leo in death. Leo died 18 February, 1991 in
Gervais, OR.

William Ignatius Steinkamp was born December 29, 1928 in Salem, OR. He married
Doneva Agnes Fery in June 11, 1955 in Stayton, OR. After retirement they moved back
to the Sublimity area from their home of 40 years in San Jose, CA. Time is filled with
with family and helping relatives and friends.

George Wenzel Steinkamp was born March 15, 1930 in Salem, OR. He married Elaine
Catherine Schmidt on October 8, 1955 in McMinnville, OR. Elaine passed away in
2010.

Mary Julia Steinkamp was born March 25, 1931 in Salem, OR. She joined the Holy



Names of Jesus and Mary (SNJM) at Marylhurst, OR. She spent her working years
teaching. Mary is now retired and lives with other retired sisters in Portland.

Henry Vincent Steinkamp was born October 2, 1932 in Salem, OR. He married Joan
Darlene Kleczynski on November 1-3, 1954 in St. Louis, OR.

Zita Gertrude Steinkamp was born April 22, 1937 in Salem, OR. Her first job was a
primary teacher but she soon returned to school to become a dental assistant. When
her parents were older, Zita moved back home to assist them on the family farm, where
she continues to live.

Felix died July 14, 1994.

Anthony (Tony) Joseph Steinkamp

Tony was born to Julia and William Steinkamp on September 12, 1896 at home. He
was baptized, received the sacraments and attended St. Boniface Church in Sublimity.
Oregon.

When Tony was about 5 years old he developed a severe lung infection. His brothers
remembered the doctor coming to the house. The doctor laid Tony on the kitchen table
and had the family hold Tony firmly while he lanced the infected lung so that it could
drain. Tony was so weak that Julia had to carry him for about a year until he gained
strength. That lung never developed, but he didn’t let that stop his hard work.
Eventually, the overworked good lung caused bronchitis to develop, which in turn led to
an enlarged heart.

Tony and his brothers Felix and Joe attended St. Boniface Grade School which was
taught by the Sisters of St. Mary of Oregon. He quit school when he was old enough to
work away from home. However, he kept up to date on the newest farm practices
through the college in Corvallis (now Oregon State University).

He worked in the mines in Helena, Montana. The dust from the mine infected breaks in
his hand so he had to leave that work. He also worked in Vancouver, BC, California
and Arizona. He frequented hot springs to help the eczema which plagued him
throughout his life.

Tony married Lena Genevieve Pereira of John Day, OR on June 1, 1931 in Baker City,
Oregon. They lived at his family home so that the new couple could assist his ailing
parents. Five children were born to them:

Catherine Marie, born April 29, 1932
Agnes Anne, born August 10, 1933
Joseph William, born December 16, 1934
Frances Eileen, born January 27, 1935
Eleanor Alice, born July 2,1937

Tony died December, 1948 and is buried in St. Boniface Cemetery.
Lena died January, 1999 and is also buried in St. Boniface Cemetery.

Catherine Steinkamp Busch

I was born on April 29, 1932, the first child of Tony and Lena Steinkamp. Because I



was the coupIe’s first baby, it was considered a wise move that my mother give birth in
a birthing home on Capitol Street in Salem. After 10 days, we returned to the family
home at what is now the northeast corner of SE Steinkamp Road and SE Sherman
Road, Aumsville, OR. I was baptized at St. Boniface Catholic Church by Fr. Francis
Scherbring.

Although too young to be helpful, Dad often took me along when he was working on
the farm. As the oldest of 5 children, I was recruited at an early age to assist in farm
chores such as milking cows, feeding pigs, helping with sheep and harnessing and
driving the work horses.

I attended all 12 years at St. Boniface Catholic School. In the early years there was no
school bus service. In good weather we walked the 2 ½ miles. In poor weather, Dad
would take us in his old pickup. I found that school opened up a whole new world.
I began picking strawberries for our neighbors, the Joe Ditter family, the year I finished
4th grade. When a bit older, we picked other crops as they matured. During grain
harvest we helped Mom cook dinner for the workers. We sometimes took water and
snacks to the harvest workers during the day. I began working at Stayton Canning
Company (now NorPac) when I turned 16. It was a promotion from working in the
fields.

Piano lessons were one of my greatest joys. I couldn’t sing well, so by playing for the
school choir (organ) and glee club (piano) I was still part of the group.

I married Robert G. (Bob) Busch on September 30,1950. We were married almost 41
years when he passed away suddenly on July 31, 1991. We have four children: Tony,
Tom, Sheila and Ed. There are 7 grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren.

I worked 18 years as a secretary and then underwriter for Sublimity Insurance
Company. I then worked for Physicians’ Insurance Company in Salem for 28 years. I
attained the Certified Professional Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) designation. When I
retired I was Vice-president – Underwriting.

l’ve never lived more than 20 miles from the SubIimity - Aumsville area. In 1966 we
purchased a home on Church Street in Sublimity and lived there 34 happy years. I
moved to Marian Estates, first building a home on Redwood Court and later moved to
McKillop Residence in April 4, 2001. My gray cat, Smoke, moved in a year later. I try to
keep busy (between naps). I type the monthly campus newsletter, Terrace Tidings, and
tutor Mid-Valley Literacy adult students. McKillop Residence graciously furnishes space
for the students. They study to obtain Naturalization and some go on to study English
as a Second Language or other useful fields.

 §

Addendum, June 2014

Catherine Steinkamp Busch has just given us a revised and expanded family history that you can see 
in the Archives in Sublimity. It includes first the Life of Colon Henry Steinkamp followed by a lot of 
more recent family history, not included here. But the Life of is too unusual not to include here. The 
following is a scanned copy.
















