375 SE Church Street 9168 Silver Falls Hwy.
Sublimity, Oregon 97385 PO Box 338
Office Hours: 8am-1pm Aumsville, OR 97325

Tuesday - Friday Office Hours: 8am-2pm
Closed Monday Monday-Friday
Tel: 503-769-5664 Closed Wednesday
Fax: 503-769-4292 Tel: 503-362-6159

www.saintboniface.net Fax: 503-371-6435

Church Museum
sublimityhistory.net
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“John The Baptist”

Week of December 7, 2014
2nd Sunday of Advent

As we move into the second week of Advent, the words of St
Peter remind us “to live holy and blameless lives”. And this is
best done by preparing a way in our lives for the Lord to

come. Preparing the way for the Lord would mean clearing the
path of obstacles that may prevent us from reaching out to him,
or filling the potholes in our faith that may trip us on life’s journey.
And the person who helps challenge our preparation is John the
Baptist who lived a simple life and exhorted the people to pre-
pare for the Lord’s coming. John dressed in a regular strange
way. He wore a garment of camel-skin. We shouldn’t take this
just as curious information about the look of the Baptist (who was
certainly a very austere man). Mark is telling us something else;
he wants to begin his story by presenting to us the new Elijah
who according to the book of Kings (1:18) we read that Elijah
wore a hair cloak and a leather loincloth, and this was also how
other prophets dressed (Zech 13:4). So the Evangelist Mark is
telling us that the Baptist is indeed the greatest prophet that the
people expected before the coming of the Messiah. He was the
Elijah who was to prepare the way for * the one who was to
come.”

And so, | would say, “although John attracted large crowds, he
did not take advantage of his popularity nor did he mislead the
people”. He was an honest man. He made it clear that someone
greater was yet to come! And by the grace of God we know who
that someone is...He, also reminds us today to read the Word of
God, to repent and make a good confession, to allow the Holy
Spirit to fill us and prepare us to receive Jesus. And this should
be a regular habit, not just on special occasions in the Church,
because we must always be ready for the Lord when he comes,
because he will come at an hour we do not expect. When he
comes may “find us watching in prayer, our hearts filled with
wonder and praise.” Amen

Fr. Paul
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Perpetual Rosary will begin dtiiday, December 12th following
7 am Mass and will continue for 24 hours and conclude on
Saturday, December 13th at 7 am.
Please see sign-up sheet for volunteer times.
Everyone Is Welcome To Come And Pray!
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